
THE FLOWERING OF
b y  M a r k  H a r r i s

The Haight-Ashbury district, of San Francisco is not the only place where hippies have 
congregated for their “summer of love,” but it is certainly the biggest, floweriest, and 
most psychedelic. Journalists have skated the surface of hippie goings-on, but for real 
insight about the participants and their not altogether relaxed hosts, the At l a n t ic  turned 
to Mark Harris, a resident of San Francisco and the talented author of t h e  s o u t h p a w , 

banc , t h e  d r u m  s l o w l y , and t w e n t y -o n e  t w ic e , among other works.

THE HIFFIES

_Lh e  h ip p ie  “ scen e”  on H a ig h t S tree t in S an  
F ranc isco  w as so v e ry  v isual th a t  p h o to g ra p h e rs  
cam e  from  ev ery w h ere  to  shoo t it, rep o rte rs  cam e  
from  everyw here  to  w rite  it u p  w ith  speed, a n d  o p ­
p o rtu n is ts  c am e  fro m  everyw here  to  ex p lo it its d ru g  
ad d ic tio n , its sex u a l possibility , a n d  its po litica l or 
social fe rm en t. P rospective  h ipp ies cam e  from  ev ­
ery w h ere  for o n e  “ su m m er of love” o r  m ay b e  
longer, som e o ld e r folk to  in d u lg e  th e ir  la te n t 
h ip p ie  tendenc ies, a n d  the police to  co n ta in , su r­
vey, o r a rrest. “ H a ig h t” — ■ old  Q u a k e r  n a m e  —  
rh y m e d  w ith  “ h a te ,”  b u t h ipp ies he ld  th a t  th e  
th em e  of th e  s tree t w as love, a n d  th e  best of h ip ­
pies, like th e  best of visitors a n d  th e  best of th e  
police, h o p ed  to  re c la im  an d  distill th e  best p rom ise  
of a m o v em en t w h ich  m igh t y e t in v ig o ra te  A m eri­
can  m o v em en t everyw here. I t  m igh t, by  re su rre c t­
ing  th e  w ord  “ love ,” an d  g iv ing  it a re freshened  
defin ition , o pen  th e  n a tio n a l m in d , as if by  th e  
ch em ica l L SD , to  th e  hypocrisy  of v io lence a n d  
p re ju d ice  in a n a tio n  d ed ica ted  to  peace a n d  acco rd .

I t  w as easier to  see th an  u n d e rs ta n d : th e  v isual 
c am e  first, a n d  th e  v isual was so d isc o rd a n t th a t  
tourists d ro v e  w ith  th e ir  cars locked  an d  an  a la rm e d  
c itizen ry  beseeched  th e  police to  c lean  it ou t.

I t  w as easy to  see th a t  the y o u n g  m en w ho  w ere 
h ipp ies on H a ig h t S tree t w ore b ea rd s  a n d  long  h a ir  
a n d  som etim es ea rrin g s  an d  w eird -o  g ra n n y  eye-
Photographs on pages 65, 68, and 70 by Jerry Burchard.

glasses, th a t  they  w ere b a re fo o t or in  sandals, a n d  
th a t  th ey  w ere genera lly  d irty . A g re a t m a n y  of th e  
y o u n g  m en , by  design or by acc id en t, resem b led  
Jesu s C hrist, w hose n a m e  cam e  u p  on cam p a ig n  
pins o r lav a to ry  walls or posters o r b u m p e r  stickers. 
Are Tou Bombing With M e, Baby Jesus. Jesus Is God's 
Atom Bomb.

T h e  sc rip t was “ p sychedelic .” T h a t  is to  say, it 
w as c h a ra c te riz e d  by  flourishes, sp irals, a n d  c u r li­
cues in cam o u flag ed  tones —  blues a g a in s t purp les, 
p inks ag a in st reds —  as if th e  h ip p ie  b eh in d  th e  
m essage w eren ’t rea lly  su re  he  w a n te d  to  say w hat 
h e  w as saying. I t  was an  item  of h ip p ie  th o u g h t 
th a t  speech  was irre lev an t. Tou Don't Say Love Tou 
Do It. Those Who Speak D on't Know Those Who Know 
D on't Speak. B ut it was also m y suspicion th a t  h ip ­
pies w ould  speak  w hen  th ey  c o u ld ; m eanw hile , 
th e ir  m uteness suggested  d o u b t. In  one  shop th e  
w all w as d o m in a te d  by a n  o ld  m ovie ad v ertisem en t 
—  R o n a ld  R e a g a n  a n d  J u n e  T rav is  in Love Is in the 
Air (W a rn e r B ro thers), th e ir  faces p ap e r-w h ite , 
b lan k , d ra in ed . I asked  th e  h ip p ie  a t  th e  c o u n te r  
w hy  it was there , b u t she d id n ’t tru s t herse lf to  try . 
“ I t ’s w h a t you  m ake of it,”  she said.

I t  was easy to  see th a t  th e  y o u n g  w o m en  w ho 
w ere  h ipp ies w ere d ra p e d , no t d ressed ; th a t  they , 
too, w ere  d ir ty  from  toe to  h ead ; th a t  th ey  looked 
unw ell, pale, sallow , h a ir  h u n g  dow n in strings u n -
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w ashed . O r  th ey  w ore je a n s , m en ’s T -sh irts  over 
brassieres. W h en  shoes w ere  shoes th e  laces w ere  
m issing o r tra ilin g , gow ns w ere sacks, an d  sacks 
w ere gow ns. I f  You Can't Eat It Wear It.

A fashion m odel was q u o ted  in a n ew sp ap er as 
saying, “ T h e y  d o n ’t rea lly  ex ist,”  w ho  m e a n t to  
say, of course, “ I wish th ey  d id n ’t .” T h e  y o u n g  
ladies w ere  ex p e rim en tin g  in drugs, in  sexual li­
cense, liv ing  in  c o m m u n a l q u a rte rs  fu rn ished  w ith  
m attresses. Praise The Pill. Bless Our Pad. G irls w ho 
m ig h t h av e  been  in fashion w ere p an h a n d lin g . 
“ Sorry , I ’ve go t to go p a n h a n d le ,” I h e a rd  a h ip p ie  
lad y  say, w h ich  w as n o t only  ag a in st th e  law  b u t 
aga in st th e  A m erican  c reed , w hich  ho lds th a t  w ork  
is v irtu e , no  m a tte r  w h a t w ork  you  do. H ip p ie  
girls gave flow ers to  s tran g ers , an d  th ey  en co u rag ed  
th e ir  d ir ty  y o u n g  m en  to avo id  the  w a r  in V ie tn am . 
Thou Shalt N ot K ill This Means You. Caution: M ili­
tary Service M ay  Be Hazardous To Your Health.

The shops of the  “ h ip ” m erch an ts  w ere colorful 
a n d  co rd ia l. 1 'h e  “ s tra ig h t” m erch an ts  of H a ig h t 
S tree t sold necessities, b u t  th e  h ip  shops sm elled  of 
incense, th e  w alls w ere  h u n g  w ith  posters a n d  
p a in tings, a n d  th e  co u n te rs  w ere lad en  w ith th o u ­
sands of item s of n o n u tilita r ia n  nonsense —  m e ta l 
jew elry , glass beads, d ir ty  p ictures, “ u n d e rg ro u n d ” 
m agazines, p h o to g ra p h s  of o ld -tim e  m ovie stars, 
co lored  chalk , d ir ty  com bs, kazoos, H allow een  
masks, fancy  m atchboxes, odd  bits o f s ta ined  glass, 
a n d  single shoes. Every  v a c a n t w all w as a b u lle tin  
b o a rd  for c o m m u n ic a tio n  am o n g  people n o t ye t 
qu ite  se ttled  (“J a c k  a n d  F ra n k  from  Iow a leav e  a 
m essage h e re ” ).

T h e  m usic everyw here  was rock  ’n ’ roll o u t of 
Beatles, folk, A frican  d ru m s, A m erican  pop, ja z z , 
sw ing, a n d  m artia l.

A nybody  w ho w as an y b o d y  am o n g  hippies h a d  
been a rre s ted  for som eth ing , or so he said —  for 
“ possession” (of d ru g s), for “ c o n tr ib u tin g ” (to 
th e  d e lin q u en cy  of a m in o r) , for p a n h a n d lin g , 
for o b s tru c tin g  th e  sidew alk , a n d  if for n o th in g  
else, for “ resis tin g ” (a rrest). T h e  p rin c ip a l cause  
of th e ir  conflic t w ith  th e  police w as th e ir  sm oking  
m a riju a n a , p ro b a b ly  harm less b u t defin ite ly  illegal. 
Such  c le a r  p ro o f of th e  fa ilu re  of th e  law  to  m eet 
th e  know ledge  of the  age p resen ted  itself to  the  
queru lo u s m inds of h ipp ies as sufficient g ro u n d s  
to  co n d em n  the  law  com plete .

H ipp ies th o u g h t they  saw  on H a ig h t S tree t th a t  
everyone’s eyes w ere  filled w ith  lov ing  jo y  an d  
giv ing , b u t  th e  eyes of the  h ipp ies w ere often  in 
fac t sorrow ful a n d  frig h ten ed , for th ey  h a d  p lu n g ed  
them selves in to  an  e x p e rim en t th ey  w ere u n c e rta in  
they  cou ld  c a rry  th ro u g h . F o rtified  by L S D  
(Better Living Through Chemistry), th ey  h ad  com e fa r 
en ough  to  see d is tan ce  b eh in d  th em , b u t no  c lea r 
course a h ead . O n e  b ra n c h  of th e ir  ph ilosophy  
was O rie n ta l c o n c e n tra tio n  a n d  m ed ita tio n ; now

it often focused u p o n  th e  q u estio n  “ H o w  to  k ick ” 
(d rugs).

T h e  en n o b lin g  id ea  of th e  h ipp ies, fo rg o tten  or 
lost in th e  v isual scene, d iv e r te d  by  ch em is try , 
w as th e ir  p lan  for community. F o r community th ey  
h a d  com e. W h a t k in d  o f c o m m u n ity , u p o n  w h a t 
m odel? F lippies w ore  b r il l ia n t M ex ican  chalecos, 
O rie n ta l  robes, a n d  re d - In d ia n  h ead d ress . T h e y  
dressed  as cow boys. T h e y  d ressed  as fro n tie rsm en . 
T h e y  d ressed  as P u rita n s . D o u b tfu l w ho th ey  w ere, 
try in g  on new  clo thes, how  co u ld  th ey  k n o w  w h ere  
th e y  w ere  go ing  u n til  th e y  saw  w h a t fit? T h e y  
w ore  m ilita ry  in sign ia . A m o n g  b ra c e le ts  a n d  
bells th e y  w ore N az i sw astikas a n d  th e  G e rm a n  
Iro n  Cross, know ing , w ith o u t k n o w in g  m u c h  m ore , 
th a t  th e  sw astika o ffen d ed  th e  E s tab lish m en t, a n d  
n o  enem y  of the  E s ta b lish m e n t co u ld  be  a ll b ad . 
T h e y  h ad  been  b o rn , give o r  tak e  a  y e a r o r  tw o, 
in  the  y ea r of H iro sh im a .

O n ce  th e  v isual scene w as ig n o red , a lm o st th e  
first p o in t of in te res t a b o u t th e  h ip p ies  w as th a t  
th ey  w ere  m idd le-class A m e ric a n  c h ild re n  to  th e  
bone. T o  citizens in c lin ed  to  a la rm  th is w as th e  
th in g  m ost m ad d e n in g , th a t  these w ere n o t N egroes 
d isaffected  by  co lo r o r im m ig ra n ts  by  s tran g en ess  
b u t boys an d  girls w ith  w h ite  skins from  th e  r ig h t 
side o f th e  econom y in a ll-A m erican  cities a n d  
tow ns from  H o n o lu lu  to  B a ltim o re . A fte r re g u la r  
ed u ca tio n s, if only  th e y ’d w a n t th em , th e y  co u ld  
c o m m u te  to  fine jo b s  from  th e  su b u rb s , a n d  ow n 
n ice  houses w ith  b a th ro o m s, w h ere  th e y  co u ld  
shave  a n d  w ash up .

M a n y  h ipp ies lived w ith  th e  h e lp  of re m itta n c e s  
from  hom e, w hose p a re n ts , so s tra ig h t, so sq u a re , 
so seem ing  c o m p lia n t, re jec ted , in fac t, a  g re a t  
p o rtio n  o f th a t  official A m e ric a n  p ro g ra m  re je c te d  
by th e  h ipp ies in p sychedelic  sc rip t. The 19th 
Century It'as A M istake The 20th Century Is A D is­
aster. E ven  in  a rre s t th ey  fo u n d  a p p ro v a l from  
th e ir  p a ren ts , w h o  h a d  ta u g h t th e m  in y ea rs  of 
civil r ig h ts  a n d  resis tan ce  to th e  w a r  in V ie tn a m  
th a t  a u th o r ity  w as often  q u es tio n ab le , som etim es 
desp icab le . G eorge  F. B ab b itt, fo rty  y ears  befo re  
in Z en ith , U .S .A ., d e c la re d  his hope, a t  th e  en d  of 
a  fam ous book, th a t  his son m ig h t go fa r th e r  th a n  
B ab b itt h a d  d a re d  a lo n g  lines of b re a k  a n d  r e ­
bellion .

W h en  h ipp ies first c a m e  to  S an  F ra n c isc o  th e y  
w ere an  iso la ted  m in o rity , m istru stfu l, tu rn e d  in ­
w ard  by drugs, la ck in g  a c q u a in ta n c e  b e y o n d  
them selves. B u t th e y  w ere  sp ir ite d  e n o u g h , a fte r 
all, to  h av e  fled fro m  h o m e, to  h a v e  e n d u re d  th e  
d iscom forts of a  c ra m p e d  ex istence  a lo n g  H a ig h t 
S tree t, p ro u d  en o u g h  to  h av e  e n d u re d  th e  insu lts  
o f th e  police, a n d  a le r t en o u g h  to  h av e  id en tified  
th e  m a jo r ca lam itie s  o f th e ir  age.

In  p a r t  a h o ax  of A m erican  jo u rn a lism , k n o w n  
even to  them selves o n ly  as th ey  saw  them selves in
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th e  m ed ia , th ey  began  a t  last, a n d  especially  w ith  
th e  a p p ro a c h  of th e  “ su m m er of love,” to  assess 
th e ir  co m m u n ity , th e ir  quest, a n d  them selves.

T h e y  slow ly becam e, in  th e  w ord  th a t  seem ed to  
cover it, p o la rized , d istinc t in  division am ong  
them selves betw een , on one  h a n d , w eekend  or 
su m m ertim e  h ipp ies, an d  on the  o th e r, h ippies 
for w h o m  th e  v isual scene was an  in su b stan tia l 
su b stitu te  for g en u in e  co m m u n ity . T h e  m ost p e r­
cep tive  or a d v an ced  am ong  the  h ipp ies th en  began  
to  u n d e rta k e  th e  lab o r of co m m u n ity  w h ich  could  
be  accom plished  only  b eh in d  th e  scene, o u t of the  
eye of th e  c am era , beyond the  w ill of th e  qu ick  
rep o rte r.

T h e  v isual scene was four blocks long on H a ig h t 
S tree t. H a ig h t S tree t itself was n in e teen , ex ten d in g  
east tw o m iles from  G olden  G ate  P ark , th ro u g h  
th e  v isual scene, th ro u g h  a p o rtio n  of th e  N egro

d istric t know n as th e  F illm ore, past the  fo rm er 
cam pus of San F rancisco  S ta te  College, an d  flowing 
a t its te rm inus in to  M ark e t S treet, in to  the  stra ig h t 
city , across th e  Bay B ridge, a n d  in to  th a t  w id er 
U n ited  S tates w hose values th e  h ippies w ere test­
ing, w hose trad itio n s w ere th e ir  ow n propulsion  
in spite of th e ir  den ials, an d  w hose fu tu re  th e  
h ipp ies m igh t y e t affect in s in g u la r ways u n im ag ­
in ed  by  e ith e r those S tates or those hippies. F rom  
th e  c o rn e r of H a ig h t an d  A shbury  Streets it was 
th ree  miles to  B roadw ay  an d  C olum bus, h e a r t of 
N o rth  Beach, w here  th e  Beats h a d  g a th e red  ten 
years before.

T h e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  d istric t is a h u n d re d  sq u are  
blocks of hom es an d  parks. O n e  of the  parks is th e  
P a n h an d le  of G olden  G ate , th ru stin g  itself into 
th e  d istric t, p reserving, e igh t blocks long, a green 
a n d  lovely re lief u n im p a ire d  by  p ro h ib itions 
against free p lay  by ch ild ren  or th e  free p ro m en ad e
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of adu lts  a long  its mall. P la n te d  in pine, m aple ,  
redw ood , a n d  euca lyp tus ,  its only  serious resistance 
to n a tu ra l  things is a  s ta tu e  h o n o r in g  W ill iam  
M cK in ley ,  b u t  consigned  to the  fa r thes t extrem ity , 
for which, in 1903, T h e o d o re  R oosevelt broke the 
g round .

1 he P a n h a n d le  is the  sym bolic  a n d  sp ir i tua l 
c en te r  of the district,  its s tay  aga ins t  confusion. O n  
M a rc h  28, 1966, after a s truggle  of several years —  
a n d  by a single vote  of th e  San Francisco  S u p e r ­
visors —  the  residents  of the  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  dis­
trict were  ab le  to rescue the P a n h a n d le  from  the 
bulldozer, w h ich  w ould  h ave  rep laced  it w ith  a 
freeway assisting co m m u te rs  to save six m inutes  
betw een  d o w n to w n  a n d  th e  G o lden  G a te  Bridge.

In  one of the  few tr iu m p h s  of ne ig h b o rh o o d  over 
red ev e lo p m en t  th e  pow er of the  d is tr ic t  lay in the 
sp ir i tua l a n d  in te llec tual com posit ion  of its p o p u ­
lation , w hich  te n d e d  to w a rd  firm  views of the  
necessity to save six m in u tes  a n d  to w a rd  a skeptical 
view of the  prom ise  of “ deve lopers” to “ p lan t  it 
ove r” a f te rw ard . A p a r t  f rom  the  P a n h a n d le  c o n ­
troversy, the  people  of the  distr ic t  h a d  firm view's 
c lustering a b o u t  the convic tion  th a t  three-story  
T u d o r  a n d  V ic to r ian  dwellings a re  preferable  to 
skyscrapers, th a t  streets shou ld  serve people  before 
autom obiles, th a t  a n e ig h b o rh o o d  was m ean t  for 
living as well as sleeping, th a t  h a b i ta t io n  implies 
som e h u m a n  d ir t ,  t h a t  sm all shops foster h u m a n  
a c q u a in ta n c e  as d e p a r tm e n t  stores d o n ’t, and  th a t  
schools which  are  in teg ra ted  a re  m ore  ed u ca tiona l  
th a n  schools w hich  a re  segregated .

O n e  of the  effects of the v ic tory  of th e  bulldozer 
w ould  have been the  o b li te ra t ion  of low-cost 
housing  ad jacen t  to the  P a n h a n d le ,  a n d  therefore 
the  d isap p ea ran ce  of poorer  people  f rom  the dis­
trict. But the  people  of the H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  failed 
of en thusiasm . “ Fa ir  streets a re  b e t te r  th a n  silver,” 
w ro te  V achel L indsay , lead in g  h ipp ie  of Spring- 
field, Illinois, h a lf  a c e n tu ry  ago, a n d  considered 
th a t  p a r t  of his message cen tra l  en o u g h  to c a r ry  it 
in psychedelic b a n n e rs  on the  end  pages of his 
Collected Poems:

F a ir  streets a re  b e tte r  th an  silver.
G reen  parks a re  b e tte r  th an  gold.
Bad pub lic  taste is m ob law .
G ood public  taste is dem ocracy .
A  crude ad m in is tra tion  is d am n ed  already .
A bad  designer is to  th a t ex ten t a bad  citizen.
L et the best moods o f th e  people rule.

T h e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  —  to give it its San F r a n ­
cisco sound  —  h a d  long  been  a favorite  residentia l 
a rea  for persons of l iberal disposition in m a n y  
occupations, in business, labor ,  th e  arts, the  p ro ­
fessions, a n d  academ ic  life. I t  h a d  been equa lly  
hosp itab le  to  a v a n t-g a rd e  expression, to  racial d i­
versity, a n d  to  the  Okies a n d  Arkies who c a m e

after  W o r ld  W a r  II .  Its po lyglo t p o p u la t io n ,  
e s t im a ted  a t  30,000, was p re d o m in a n t ly  w hite ,  b u t  
it inc luded  N egroes a n d  O r ien ta ls  in s izab le  n u m ­
bers a n d  gen e ra l  d is t r ib u t io n ,  a n d  im m ig ra n ts  of 
m a n y  nations. H e re  W il l iam  S a ro y a n  a n d  Ersk ine  
C aldw ell  h a d  lived.

D u r in g  th e  d e c a d e  o f  th e  sixties it was a  positive 
atti  ac t ion  to m a n y  San  F ran c iscan s  w h o  c o u ld  
easily h av e  lived a t  “ b e t te r  add resses” b u t  w h o  
chose the  H a ig h t -A s h b u ry  for its c o n g e n ia l i ty  a n d  
c u l tu ra l  range. H e re  they  co u ld  prove  to a n y o n e  
w ho  c a red ,  a n d  especially  to th e ir  ch i ld ren ,  the  
possibilities of rac ia l  in teg ra t io n .  T h e  H a ig h t -  
A sh b u ry  was the  on ly  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in the  n a t io n ,  
as far as I know , to  send  its ow n de leg a t io n  —  one 
w hite  m an ,  one N egro  w o m a n  —  to the  civil r igh ts  
M a r c h  on  W ash in g to n  in 1963.

W e a lth  a n d  com fo r t  a scen d ed  w ith  th e  hills in 
the  so u th e rn  p o r t io n  of the  d is tr ic t .  In  the  low, 
flat streets n e a r  the  P a n h a n d le ,  w h e re  th e  h ipp ies  
lived, the  residents  w ere  poo rer ,  d a rk e r ,  a n d  m o re  
likely to be of foreign ex trac t io n .  T h e re ,  too, 
s tuden ts  a n d  y o u n g  artis ts  lived, a n d  n u m b e r s  of 
w hite  families w h o  h a d  chosen  the  perils o f  in te ­
g ra t ion  above  the  loss of the ir  p ro x im ity  to  th e  
P a n h a n d le .  W ith  th e  th r e a t  of th e  f reew ay  m a n y  
families h a d  m o v e d  a w a y  a n d  m a n y  stores h a d  
becom e v acan t ,  a n d  w h en  th e  th r e a t  h a d  passed, 
a v a c u u m  rem a in ed .

The hipp ies  cam e , lu re d  by  ava ilab il i ty ,  low  
rents, low prices, a n d  the  spir i t  of historic  openness. 
T h e  preva il ing  w e a th e r  w as good  in a c ity  w h e re  
w e a th e r  va r ied  w ith  th e  co n to u rs  of hills. H e re  a  
h ipp ie  m ig h t  live b a re fo o t  m os t  of the  m o n th s  o f  
the  year, lounge  in su n sw ep t  doo rw ays  s ligh tly  ou t  
of the  w ind , a n d  be  fairly c e r ta in  th a t  po lit ica l 
liberals, bedeviled  Negroes, a n d  p roperty less  w hites  
were  m o re  likely th a n  ne ig h b o rs  e lsew here  to 
a d m it  h im  to c o m m u n i ty .

T h e  m ood  of th e  H a ig h t -A s h b u ry  ra n g e d  f rom  
occasional opposition  to  the  h ipp ies  to se rene  in ­
difference, to to le rance , to  in terest,  a n d  to de ligh t .  
As t ro u b le  increased  be tw een  h ipp ies  a n d  police, 
a n d  as a la rm  increased  e lsew here  in th e  city, th e  
H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  k e p t  its h ead .  I t  v a lu e d  th e  pas­
sions of the  y o ung ,  especially  w hen  the  y o u n g  
were, as h ippies were, n onv io len t .  N o  d o u b t ,  a t  
least a m o n g  liberals, it saw  so m e th in g  of its o w n  
earlier  life in th e  lives of hippies.

Last M a rc h  the  H a ig h t -A s h b u ry  N e ig h b o rh o o d  
Council,  fo rm ed  in 1957 to  m ee t  a  crisis s im ila r  
to  the  P a n h a n d le  con troversy , c o m m it te d  itself to  
a policy of e x te n d e d  p a tience .  It d e c la re d  th a t  
“ we p a r t icu la r ly  resen t  th e  official position  of 
law -en fo rcem en t agencies, as a n n o u n c e d  by  [Police] 
C h ief  Cahill , t h a t  h ipp ies  a re  n o t  a n  asset to  th e  
c o m m u n i ty .  I he  ch ie f  has no t d is t ingu ished  a m o n g  
th e  m a n y  k inds of c itizens w h o  co m p rise  th e
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h ip p ie  c u ltu re . . . . W a r a g a in s t a class of citizens, 
regard less of h o w  they  dress o r choose to  live, 
w ith in  th e  la t i tu d e  of th e  law , is in to le rab le  in  a 
free society. W e rem e m b e r th e  re g re tta b le  h isto ry  
o f officially c o n d o n e d  c rusades ag a in s t th e  C hinese 
p o p u la tio n  o f S an  F rancisco  w hose life style d id  
n o t m ee t w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l of th e  estab lished  
c o m m u n ity  a n d  w hose lives a n d  p ro p e rty  w ere 
ob jects of te rro r ism  an d  p e rsecu tio n .”

If  an y  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in  A m erica  w as p re p a re d  
to  a c c o m m o d a te  th e  h ipp ies, i t  w as th e  H a ig h t-  
A sh b u ry . O n  th e  heigh ts a n d  on  th e  level r ic h  
a n d  p o o r w ere  b y  an d  la rg e  secure, open , libera l, 
p ro -c iv il-righ ts, a n d  in h ig h  p ro p o rtio n  an ti-w a r. 
Its  U .S . con g ressm an  w as P h ilip  B urton , a  firm  
a n d  fo r th r ig h t lib era l, a n d  its C a lifo rn ia  assem bly- 
m a n  w as W illie  B row n, a  N eg ro  of u n q u estio n ed  
in te lle c t a n d  in teg rity . H e re  th e  h ip p ies  m ig h t 
g a in  tim e  to  sh a p e  th e ir m essage a n d  tra n s la te  to  
co h eren ce  th e  confusion of th e  v isual scene. I f  
th e  h ipp ies w ere  u n ab le  to  m ake , of all scenes, th e  
H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  scene, th e n  th e re  w as so m eth ing  
w ro n g  w ith  them.

L Y SER G IC  A CID  D IE T H Y L A M ID E

T h e  p rin c ip a l d istin c tio n  b e tw een  th e  h ippies a n d  
every  o th e r  en d e a v o r in u to p ia n  c o m m u n ity  was 
L S D , w h ich  c o n c e n tra te d  u p o n  th e  liver, p ro d u ced  
c h em ica l c h a n g e  in  the  b o d y , an d  th e reb y  affected  
th e  b ra in . W h e th e r  LSD  p ro d u c e d  physical h a rm  
re m a in e d  a n  a rg u m e n t, b u t  its m ost a rd e n t  ad v o ­
ca tes  a n d  users (n o t alw ays th e  sam e persons) 
n ev e r d en ied  its p o ten tia lly  d an g ero u s  em o tio n a l 
effects. T h o se  effects d ep en d ed  a  g re a t dea l on th e  
u se r’s p red isp o sitio n . A m ong  th e  h ipp ies of S an  
F rancisco , L S D  p re c ip ita te d  su ic ide  a n d  o th e r 
form s of se lf-destructive  or an tiso c ia l b eh av io r. F o r 
som e h ipp ies it p ro d u ced  little  o r n o th in g , a n d  was 
th e re fo re  a  d isa p p o in tm e n t. F o r m an y , it  p re ­
c ip ita te d  gorgeous h a llu c in a tio n s , a  w ide  v a rie ty  
of sensual p e rcep tio n s  never befo re  av a ilab le  to  th e  
user, a n d  b re a th ta k in g  p an o ram ic  visions of h u m a n  
a n d  social p e rfec tion  acco m p an ied  by  p ro fo u n d  
insigh ts in to  th e  u se r’s own past.

I t  co u ld  be  m a n u fa c tu re d  in la rg e  q u an titie s  by  
sim p le  processes, like gin in  a  b a th tu b , easily 
c a rr ie d  a b o u t, a n d  easily re ta in e d  w ith o u t d e tec tion . 
In  liq u id  it w as odorless a n d  colorless; in p o w d er 
it w as m in u te . Its  a d m in is tra tio n  re q u ire d  n o  
need les o r o th e r  p a ra p h e rn a lia , a n d  since it was 
tak en  o ra lly , it left n o  “ tracks”  u p o n  th e  body .

T ech n ica lly  it w as n o n ad d ic tiv e , b u t  it co n ­
sp icuously  in d u c e d  in the  u ser —  th e  y o u n g e r he 
w as, th e  m o re  so —  a s tro n g  desire for a n o th e r 
“ t r ip ” : th e  p leasu res of life u n d e r  L S D  exceeded  
th e  rea lities o f so b er pe rcep tio n . M o re  fa r-reach in g  
th a n  liq u o r, q u ick e r for insigh ts th a n  college or

psych ia try , th e  p u re  an d  in s ta n t m ag ic  of L SD  
a p p e a re d  for an  in te restin g  m o m en t to  c a p tu re  th e  
m in d  of th e  h ipp ies. E verybody  loved a  p an acea .

T h e ir  tex t was The Psychedelic Experience, by 
L eary , M etzn er, an d  A lpert, “ a m a n u a l based  on 
th e  T ib e ta n  Book of th e  D e a d ,”  w hose ja c k e t 
assu red  th e  re a d e r  th a t  th e  book h a d  been  co m ­
p le ted  free of academ ic  auspices. I t  w as likely th a t 
th e  h ipp ies’ in te res t in th e  book lay , in an y  case, 
r a th e r  in  its use as “ m a n u a l” th a n  in its h isto rica l 
reference.

Bob D y lan , favo rite  of m an y  h ipp ies, to ld  in  a 
line of song, “ T o  live ou tside th e  law  you  m ust 
be  h o n est.” B u t h ipp ies w ere P u r ita n  A m ericans, 
go rged  w ith  m o ra l purpose , a n d  lo a th  to  confess 
th a t  th e ir  c a p tiv a tio n  was basically  th e  p u rsu it of 
p leasure . T h e y  there fo re  a tta c h e d  to  th e  m ystique  
of L SD  th e  conv ic tion  th a t  by  o p en in g  th e ir  m inds 
to  ch em ica l visions th ey  w ere  g a in in g  insights from  
w h ich  society soon shou ld  profit.

H ip p ies  them selves m ig h t h av e  p ro fited , as a n y ­
o n e  m igh t, from  L S D  in a c lin ica l en v iro n m en t, 
b u t  th e  d irec tio n  of th e ir  confidence  lay  elsew here, 
a n d  th ey  p laced  them selves b e n e a th  th e  superv ision  
m ain ly  of o th e r  h ippies. D ia logue w as confined  
am o n g  them selves, no  lig h t w as shed  up o n  th e  
m e a n in g  of th e ir  visions, a n d  th e ir  p reo ccu p a tio n  
b ecam e  LSD  itself —  w h a t it d id  to  th e m  last 
tim e , a n d  w h a t it m ig h t do  next. T o o l h a d  becom e 
sym bol, a n d  sym bol p rinc ip le . I f  th e  h ip p ie  ideal 
of c o m m u n ity  failed , it w o u ld  fail u p o n  lines of 
a du ll, fam ilia r schem e: th e  m eans h a d  becom e th e  
end .

F a r  from  ach iev ing  an  ex em p la ry  c o m m u n ity  of 
th e ir  ow n, w ith  connections to  ex isting  co m m u n ity , 
th e  h ipp ies h a d  ach ieved  only, in  th e  lan g u ag e  of 
o n e  of th e ir  v a n g u a rd , “ a  c o m m u n ity  of acicl- 
h e a d s .” If  L SD  was all th e  h ipp ies ta lk ed  ab o u t, 
th e  o u tly ing  co m m u n ity  co u ld  h a rd ly  be b lam ed  
for th in k in g  th is w as all they  w ere. V isions of 
c o m m u n ity  seen u n d e r  L SD  h a d  n o t been  im p a rte d  
to  anyone , re m a in in g  visible only  to  h ipp ies, or 
e n te rin g  th e  v isual scene only  in the  fo rm  of co m ­
m e n ta ry  u p o n  L SD  itself, jokes a n d  claim s for 
its efficacy g row ing  sh rille r w ith  the  increase of 
d ep en d en ce . B ut th e  a rg u m e n t h a d  been  th a t 
L S D  insp ired  tran scen d en ce , th a t  it w as, as one 
h ip p ie  p h rased  it, “ a  s tepp ing -stone  to  get o u t of 
y o u r en v iro n m en t a n d  look a t it.”

U n d e r  th e  in fluence of L SD  h ipp ies h a d  w ritten  
th ings dow n, or d ra w n  p ic tu res, b u t  u p o n  ex am i­
n a tio n  th e  w ritings or th e  p ic tu res p ro v ed  less 
perfec t th a n  th ey  h a d  a p p e a re d  w hile  th e  tr ip  was 
on. G re a t u tte ran ces  delivered  u n d e r  L S D  w ere 
som ehow  u n u tte ra b le  o therw ise. G re a t th o u g h ts  
th e  h ipp ies h a d  th o u g h t u n d e r  L SD  th ey  cou ld  
never soberly  convey, n o r re p ro d u c e  th e  s ta rtlin g  
new  designs for h a p p ie r  social a rran g em en ts .
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T w o years a fte r the  c lear beg innings of th e  
h ipp ies in  San F rancisco , a  d a te  estab lished  by  th e  
o p en ing  of th e  Psychedelic Shop, h ipp ies an d  
o thers h a d  b eg u n  to  recogn ize th a t  L SD , if it h a d  
n o t failed, h a d  surely  n o t fully succeeded. (“ W e 
have serious d o u b ts ,” said a Q u a k e r re p o rt, 
“ w h e th e r d rugs offer the  sp iritu a l illu m in a tio n  
w hich  bears fru it in C hristlike lives.” ) P erhaps, as 
som e h ipp ies c la im ed , th e ir  p ercep tions had q u ic k ­
ened , c a rry in g  th em  fo rw ard  to a p o in t of social 
read iness. It h a d  tu rn e d  th em  on, th en  off.

w, a t e v e r  the  ex p lan a tio n , by the  tim e of the 
“ su m m er of love” th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the  su r­
ro u n d in g  c o m m u n ity  h a d  b ad ly  d e te rio ra ted . T h e  
m ost obvious fa ilu re  of pe rcep tio n  was the h ip p ie s ’ 
fa ilu re  to  d isc rim in a te  am o n g  elem ents of th e  
E stab lish m en t, w h e th e r in  th e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  or 
in San F rancisco  in general. T h e ir  p a ra n o ia  was 
th e  p a ra n o ia  of all you th fu l heretics. Even Paranoids 
Have Real Enemies. T ru e . B ut th ey  saw  a ll the  
w orld  as s tra ig h t b u t th em ; all cops w ere b ru tes,

a n d  everyone else w as a n  a rm  of th e  cops. D is­
affilia ting  w ith  a ll persons a n d  all in s titu tio n s  b u t  
them selves, they  d isaffilia ted  w ith  a ll possib le  
fo u n d a tio n s  of c o m m u n ity .

I t  w as only  p a r tly  tru e , as h ip p ies  c o m p la in e d , 
th a t  “ th e  E stab lish m en t isn ’t lis ten in g  to  u s .”  T h e  
E stab lish m en t n e v e r lis ten ed  to  a n y o n e  u n ti l  it 
w as forced to . T h a t  seg m en t of th e  E s ta b lish m e n t 
know n  as th e  F la ig h t-A sh b u ry , h a v in g  w elco m ed  
th e  h ipp ies w ith  friend liness a n d  ho p e , h a d  lis ten ed  
w ith  m o re  cou rtesy  to  h ip p ies  th a n  h ip p ies  h a d  
listened  to  the  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry .

H ipp ies h a d  th eo ries  of c o m m u n ity , th eo rie s  of 
w ork, theories o f ch ild  ca re , th eo ries  o f c re a tiv ity . 
C rea tiv e  h ipp ies w ere  e x trem e ly  c re a tiv e  a b o u t 
th ings th e  c ity  a n d  th e  d is tr ic t co u ld  do  for th em . 
F o r exam ple , th e  c ity  co u ld  cease h a ra ss in g  h ip p ie s  
w ho p icked  flowers in  G o ld en  G a te  P a rk  to  g ive 
th em  aw ay  on H a ig h t  S tree t. T h e  c ity  re p lie d  
th a t  th e  flowers of G o lden  G a te  P a rk  w ere  fo r all 
peop le  —  w ere community flow ers —- a n d  su g g ested  
th a t  h ipp ies p la n t flow ers of th e ir  ow n. P lipp ies 
im ag in ed  an  a ll-p o w erfu l c ity  p res id ed  over b y  an  
a ll-pow erfu l m ay o r w ho, sa id  a  h ip p ie , “ w an ts  to  
stop  h u m a n  g ro w th .”  T h e y  im a g in e d  a n  all- 
pow erfu l B oard  of S uperv iso rs w h ich  w ith  in ­
exh au stib le  funds co u ld  solve a ll p ro b lem s s im u lta ­
neously  if only it  w a n te d  to.

T h e ir  illusions, th e ir  u n re a so n , th e ir  dev il th e o ­
ries, th e ir  in ex p erien ce  of life, a n d  th e ir  fa ilu res  
of pe rcep tio n  h a d  b e g u n  to  p e rsu a d e  even  th e  
m ore  sy m p a th e tic  e lem en ts  o f th e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  
th a t  th e  h ipp ies p e rh a p s  fa iled  of p e rc e p tio n  in 
g enera l. T h e  fa ilu re  of th e  h ipp ies to  c o m m u n ic a te  
reaso n ab ly  cast d o u b t u p o n  th e ir  re lia b ili ty  as 
observers, especially  w ith  re sp ec t to  th e  m ost 
ab rasiv e  of all issues, th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  
police.

W as it m erely  p ro o f of its basic  o ld  r ig id ity  th a t  
th e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  believ ed  th a t  c o m m u n ity  im ­
plied  social relief, th a t  visions im p lied  tra n s la tio n  
to  social action? Squares Love, Too: Haight-Ashbury 
For A ll People. So re a d  an  a n sw erin g  c a m p a ig n  p in  
as fric tion  increased . B u t th e  h ip p ies , d ec lin in g  
se lf-regulation , aloof, se lf-abso rbed , d u m p e d  m o u n ­
ta in s of g a rb ag e  on th e  P a n h a n d le . T h e  v e n e re a l 
r a te  of th e  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  m u ltip lie d  b y  six. 
(T h e  h ippies accu sed  D r. Ellis Sox o f th e  h e a lth  
d e p a r tm e n t of sex u a l rep ress io n .) T h e  d a n g e r  
g rew  a la rm in g ly  of ra ts , food po iso n in g , h e p a titis , 
p u lm o n a ry  tubercu losis , a n d  of m en in g itis  cau sed  
by  overcrow ded  h o u sing . “ I f  h ip p ies  d o n ’t w a n t 
to  observe city  a n d  s ta te  law s,” sa id  D r. Sox, “ le t 
th e m  a t  least observe  a few  n a tu ra l  law s.”

H ip p ies  b eh av ed  so m u c h  like v isito rs to  th e  
c o m m u n ity  th a t  th e ir  n e ig h b o rs , w ho  in te n d e d  to  
live in th e  d is tr ic t fo rever, q u es tio n ed  w h e th e r  
p ro c lam atio n s  of c o m m u n ity  d id  n o t re q u ire  acts
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of co m m u n ity . H ippies h a d  theories of love, 
w hich  m ig h t h av e  m ean t, a t  th e  sim p lest level, 
m u tin g  m usic for th e  benefit o f ne ighbors w ho  m ust 
rise in  th e  m o rn in g  for w ork. W o u ld  th e  H a ig h t-  
A sh b u ry  once a g a in , if the em ergency  arose, ex p en d  
years  of its life to  re ta in  a  P a n h a n d le  for h ipp ies 
to  d u m p  th e ir  g a rb a g e  on? O r  w ould  it a b a n d o n  
th e  h ipp ies to  th e  m ost p rim itiv e  in te rp re ta tio n s  of 
law , p e rm it th e ir  dispersion, an d  see th e ir  ex­
p e r im e n t end  w ith o u t beginning?

A t no  p o in t w as the  h ip p ies’ fa ilu re  to  seek 
c o m m u n ity  so a p p a re n t  as w ith  re la tio n  to  th e  
N egroes of th e  d is tric t. W ith  the  passage of the 
civil righ ts  m o v em en t from  d em o n stra tio n s  to 
legal im p le m e n ta tio n  excellen t o p p o rtu n itie s  ex­
isted  for th e  show  of love. W h a t g ra n d  new  design 
in  b lack  a n d  w h ite  h ad  h ipp ies seen u n d e r  LSD ? 
I f  N egroes w ere  expec ted  to  sh a re  w ith  h ipp ies the 
gestu res of love, th e n  h ippies o u g h t to  have  sh a red  
w ith  N egroes visions of eq u a l rights.

T h e  b u rd en s  of th e  N egroes of th e  d is tr ic t w ere 
rea l. N egro  te n a n ts  desired th e  a tte n tio n  o f th e  
h e a lth  d e p a rtm e n t, desired th e  a tte n tio n  of agencies 
w h o m  h ipp ies m onopo lized  w ith  ap p ea ls  for food 
a n d  housing  for th e  “ sum m er of love.”  T h e  needs 
of th e  N egroes, especially  for jo b s, a p p e a re d  to  
N egroes a g re a t d ea l m ore u rg e n t th a n  th e  needs 
of w h ite  m idd le-c lass h ipp ies w ho h a d  d ro p p e d  
o u t of affluence to  p lay  gam es of p o v erty  in  San 
F ranc isco . “ T h in g s  shou ld  be given aw ay  free ,” 
sa id  a N egro  m an  in  a p u b lic  d eb a te , “ to  peop le  
th a t  really need  th e m .”

O n e  a fte rn o o n , on  M asonic S tree t, a  h u n d re d  
feet off H a ig h t, I saw  a N egro  boy, p e rh ap s  tw elve 
years o ld , re p a ir in g  an  old bicycle th a t  h a d  been  
re p a ire d  before. H is tools la y  on the  sidew alk  b e ­
side h im , a r ra n g e d  in a system atic  w ay, as if 
a cco rd in g  to  an  o rd e r he  h a d  le a rn e d  fro m  his 
fa th e r . H is face was in ten t, th e  w ork was co m ­
p lica ted . N earb y , th e  h ipp ies m asq u e rad ed . I 
m e n tio n e d  to  a  la d y  the  sm all boy a t w ork, th e  
b ig  boys a t  p lay . “ Yes,” she said , “ th e  h ipp ies 
h a v e  u su rp e d  th e  p rerogatives of ch ild re n  —  to 
dress u p  an d  be  irresp o n sib le .”

T H E  P O L A R IZ A T IO N  OF T H E  H IP P IE S

A  h ip p ie  reco rd  is en titled  Notes From Under­
ground. T h e  h ip p ie  b eh in d  th e  c o u n te r  to ld  m e 
th a t  “ u n d e rg ro u n d ”  was a h ip p ie  w ord . H e  h ad  
n o t y e t h e a rd  of D ostoevsky, w hose title  th e  reco rd  
b o rro w ed , or o f th e  an tislavery  u n d e rg ro u n d  in 
A m erica , o r of th e  W orld  W a r I I  u n d e rg ro u n d  in 
F ran ce . A m o v em en t w h ich  th o u g h t itself the  
w o rld ’s first u n d e rg ro u n d  w as b o u n d  to  m ak e  m is­
takes it cou ld  h av e  avo ided  by  co n su lta tio n  w ith  
th e  past, an d  th e re  was ev idence th a t  th e  h ipp ies 
h a d  b eg u n  to  know  it.

N obo d y  asked the h ippies to  accep t or acknow l­
edge th e  texts of the past. T h e ir  re a d in g  revealed  
th e ir  search  for self-help, no t co n d u c te d  am ong  the  
tra d itio n a l books of th e  W estern  w orld  b u t of the  
O rie n t —  in /  Ching an d  The Prophet, an d  in the 
novels of the  G erm an  H e rm a n n  Hesse, especially 
th e  “ O rie n ta l” Siddhartha. B etrayed  by science an d  
reason , h ipp ies indu lg ed  earnestly  in  th e  occult, 
th e  astro log ical, th e  m ystical, th e  horoscopic, an d  
th e  O u ija . D id  h ippies k now  th a t  O u ija  boards 
w ere a p o p u la r  fad no t long ago?

O r d id  they  know  th a t  The Prophet of K ah lil 
G ib ran , re p r in te d  seventy-seven tim es since 1923, 
lies w ell w ith in  the  tra d itio n  of A m erican  self-help 
su b lite ra tu re?  N o sillier book exists, w hose “ prose 
p o e try ,” fa in tly  b ib lical, offers hom ile tic  advice 
covering  one  by one a ll the  d e p a rtm e n ts  of life 
(O n  Love, O n  M arriag e , O n  C h ild ren , O n  G iving, 
O n  E a tin g  a n d  D rink ing , O n  W o rk  —• on an d  on) 
in  a m a n n e r so am b ig u o u s as to  p e rm it the  read e r 
to  in te rp re t all tendencies as accep tab le  an d  to 
end  by do in g  as he pleases, as if w ith  th e  sanc tion  
o f the  p ro p h e t.

Hesse was a  G erm an , b o rn  in 1877, w ho tu rn e d  
consciously to  ro m an tic  expression a fte r age forty , 
b u t th e  w ide in te rest of th e  h ipp ies in Siddhartha is 
less conscious th a n  H esse’s. T o  th e  h e ro ’s search  
for u n ity  betw een  self a n d  n a tu re  they  respond  as 
G e rm an  y o u th  resp o n d ed  to Hesse, or as an  earlier 
g e n e ra tio n  of A m ericans re sp o n d ed  to  th e  spacious, 
am b ig u o u s o u tc ry  of T h o m as W olfe.

In ev itab ly , th ey  w ere going  th ro u g h  all these 
th ings tw ice, u n a w a re  of th ings gone th ro u g h  b e ­
fore. In h e re n t in ev e ry th in g  p r in te d  or h an g in g  
in  th e  v isual scene on H a ig h t S tree t was sa tirical 
re jec tio n  of c u ltu ra l p la titu d es, b u t  in the  very  
fo rm  a n d  style of the  p la titu d es  them selves. C h il­
d re n  of television, th ey  p a ro d ied  it, spoofing B at­
m an , as if B a tm an  m a tte red . T h e  sa tire  in  w hich 
th ey  rejo iced  was television’s ow n artis tic  ou tpost. 
T h e  w alls of H a ig h t S tree t bore, a t  a b e tte r  level, 
th e  s ta m p  of M ad  m ag az in e  or collages satiriz ing  
th e  chaos of advertis ing : b u t an y o n e  co u ld  see the  
sam e w ho tu rn e d  the  pages of Reader's Digest fast.

O f all th e  ways in w hich  h ipp ies began  to 
p o larize  to w ard  w ork th e ir  w ith d ra w a l from  the  
v isual scene was m ost a s tu te . T h e y  h a d  begun  to  
lea rn , a fte r flight, rebellion , a n d  th e  pleasures of 
sa tiriz in g  th ings they  h o p ed  th ey  cou ld  reject, th a t  
w ork  req u ires  so litude a n d  p rivacy , an d  th a t  to  
w ork well m eans to  resist th e  sh ap in g  influence of 
th e  m ed ia , ab a n d o n in g  th e  v isual scene to  those 
w h o m  it gratifies.

T h e  idea l of w ork  —  n o t sim ply  jo b s, b u t m e a n ­
ingful w ork, w ork as service —  h a d  been  a h ipp ie  
idea l from  th e  outset. T h e  a p p reh en sio n  of qu ie t, 
positive acts as m ean ing fu l, re q u ir in g  tim e  an d  
liaison, w as a  m ore  d ifficu lt a c t th a n  p a ra d in g  th e
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streets in  costum e. T h e  a c t of ex ten d in g  co m ­
m u n ity  b eyond  oneself, beyond  o th e r  h ippies, 
bey o n d  th e  com fort of d rugs to  th e  w ider co m ­
m u n ity  of diverse co lo r a n d  class was n ea re r th a n  
h ipp ies h a d  th o u g h t to  th e  u n ity  of self a n d  n a tu re .

A t the  s ta r t, it w as frig h ten in g  to  u n d ertak e . 
F inally , it was in stru c tiv e  a n d  exalting . To sh a re  
community, to  a rriv e  finally  a t th e  m ean in g  of o n e ’s 
ow n w orld , was to  feel life from  a p o in t of view  
fo rm erly  h id d e n  from  oneself, a n d  on ly  p a rtly  re ­
vealed  by  m ystical read in g . Self-regulation  was 
m ore  satisfying th a n  reg ­
u la tio n  b y  the  police, an d  
con fo rm ity  to  e n d u rin g  
objectives m o re  lib e ra tin g  
finally  th a n  chem ical v i­
sions.

T h e  h ipp ies p a tro lled  
th e ir  g a rb ag e  —  th e  
“ sw eep-in” —  an d  m o d ­
u la ted  th e ir  m usic. If 
such  acts w ere  this side 
m illenn ium , they  w ere 
nevertheless gestures of 
co m m u n ity  reflec ting  an  
em ergence  of th e  h ipp ies 
from  th e  iso lation  of th e ir  
first tw o years in S an  
F rancisco . A c q u a in tan ce  
w ith  th e  s tra ig h t c o m ­
m u n ity  increased  as w ork  
an d  w ork pro jects p ro lif­
e ra ted . A c q u a in tan ce  
p ro d u ced  degrees of tru s t 
a n d  a c c u ra te  id en tity .
G en era liza tio n s failed .
N o t all s tra igh ts w ere  
p u re  s tra ig h t, even as h ip ­
pies d iffered  one  from  a n ­
o ther.

T h e  life of the  h ip p ie  
co m m u n ity  b egan  to  re ­
veal a h isto ry  of its ow n.
I t h ad  evolved th ro u g h  
flight, d rugs, a n d  conflict, 
a n d  back  in to  th e  s tra ig h t 
w orld , w hich  it now  knew  in a m a n n e r d ifferen t 
from  before. T o  d irec t th e  H ip  Job Co-op, th e  
F ree  S tore , p ub lic  feedings in th e  P an h an d le , to  
p ro d u ce  even one  m em o rab le  ed ition  of th e  Oracle 
(V olum e I, N u m b e r 7, p reserv ing  th e  essence of 
h ip p ie  th eo ry  in d e b a te  am o n g  G insberg , L eary , 
S nyder, a n d  W atts) re q u ire d  a pooling  of skills, 
resources, an d  co n fro n ta tio n  w ith  the s tra ig h t co m ­
m u n ity . I t  m ean t, even, com ing  face to  face w ith  
th e  te lephone  co m p an y , a n d  it m ean t, as well, 
th e  iron ic  reco g n itio n  th a t  necessary w ork  inv ited  
im ita tio n  of th e  very  processes h ipp ies h a d  form erly

despised. T o  p u rc h a se  houses to  sh e lte r  h ipp ies, 
food to  feed  th em , re q u ire d  co m p ro m ise  w ith  the  
co m m u n ity , a show  of d e p e n d a b le  in ten tio n s . In  
th e  lan g u ag e  of L e o n a rd  W olf, S an  F ran c isco  
S ta te  C ollege professor w ho  o rg an ized  fo rm al in ­
s tru c tio n  am o n g  h ipp ies, it re q u ire d  “ co m in g  to  
term s w ith  th e  e th ica l q u a n d a ry  of m o n e y .” 
P ro jects w ith  lo n g -ran g e  im p lica tio n s, su ch  as the  
p u rch ase  of ru ra l  sites fo r h ip p ie  c o m m u n itie s , r e ­
q u ire d  lead ersh ip , p la n n in g , a u th o rity , d iscip line, 
a n d  m o re  o r less c o n tin u o u s  sob rie ty .

A t som e m o m en ts  th e  
process o f le a rn in g  was 
a l m o s t  v i s i b l e .  “ T h e  
A m erican  passion  is m u r­
d e r ,”  sa id  a h ip p ie  spokes­
m a n ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  a 
s tra ig h t a u d ie n c e  of p h y ­
sicians, law yers, teachers, 
a n d  o thers, in c lu d in g  po ­
lice officers, to  rise  a n d  
sh o u t h im  do w n . N one 
o f his listeners b e tra y e d  
a l a r m  —  s o m e  f e a r e d  
th a t  his w ords w ere  too 
tru e . “ I w o u ld  like to  see 
th e  A m erican  E stab lish ­
m e n t give m o re  exam ples 
of love, a n d  few er p ro ­
n o u n c e m e n ts .”  H e  a p ­
p e a re d  su d d en ly  to  be 
a w a re  th a t  he  h a d  h e a rd  
these  sen tim en ts  before, 
a n d  in d eed  it w as a co m ­
p la in t som e m em b ers  of 
th e  E s tab lish m en t h ad  
m a d e  fo rever a n d  ever. 
H ip p ies  w ere scarce ly  the  
first to  d iscover hypocrisy .

A h ip p ie  sa id , a t  th e  
s a m e  m e e t i n g ,  “ T h e  
A m erican  em p ire  is d riv ­
in g  o u r  sons a n d  d a u g h ­
ters to  H a ig h t S tree t. All 
A m erica  know s is p ro fit 
a n d  p ro p e rty . W e all 

k now  . . .”  —• th a t  is, w e a ll ju s t  th is m in u te  re­
a lized ; th a t  was to  say, he ju s t  th is m in u te  rea lized  
—  “ we a ll know  all we n eed  to  k n o w  to  ac t, b u t we 
d o n ’t ac t. E veryone know s w h a t’s w ro n g  . . .” 
p erce iv ing  in  th a t  m o m e n t a  s tra ig h t c o m m u n ity  
w hich  sh a red  w ith  h im , am o n g  o th e r  th ings, its 
pow erlessness. I t, too , h a d  fo u g h t its b a ttle s  w ith  
au th o rity , a n d  he saw  it n o w  in its d iversity , ra th e r  
th a n  as m onolith .

A t such  m om ents o f m ee tin g  h ip p ies  knew  
sensations of reco n c ilia tio n  a n d  escape fro m  th e ir  
ow n iso lation . T h e y  lea rn ed , as A m erican  m in o r-
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ities before th e m  h a d  learned , th a t  n o th in g  was 
m ore  ins tructive  a b o u t  h u m a n  life th a n  to have 
been  a m ino r i ty  g roup , a n d  to have  em erged . 
A c q u a in ta n c e  c larified: s tra igh ts  h a d  n o t  so m uch  
opposed  d rugs  or d ir t  as their  inefficiency; ru n a w a y  
ch i ld ren  broke rea l hearts ;  p lagues of rats , by the  
a g re e m e n t  of m a n k in d ,  were un aes th e t ic ;  s traights, 
too, resisted work, y ea rn ed  for varie ties of love, a n d  
fo u n d  th e  ba lance . F ran k  K a v a n a u g h ,  te ach e r  a t 
a C a th o l ic  h igh  school, re s iden t  of the  H a ig h t-  
A sh b u ry  for fourteen  years, su m m a r iz e d  the  positive 
aspects  of p o la r iza t io n  in a p ub lic  s ta te m e n t  widely 
a p p la u d e d .  H e  w ro te  in p a r t :

I w ould estim ate  th a t  even th ough  there  have been 
m an y  unw elcom e inciden ts occasioned by b o th  the old 
an d  new  com m unity , there has still arisen  an  a rea  of 
u n d ers tan d in g  an d  m utual ap p rec ia tion . I w ould 
describe it in  th is fashion. T h e  new  com m un ity  by 
its rejection  of ce rta in  m iddle-class a ttitu d es of com fort, 
security , position, an d  p roperty  has po in ted  o u t to us 
o u r  exaggerated  concern  for these m ate ria l d istractions.
In  th e ir effort to c rea te  new life styles based on per­
sonalism  and  sim ple aw areness of the basic joys of 
sensible crea tion , th ey  m ake us m ore aw are of the over­
looked pleasures o f colors, sounds, trees, ch ild ren , 
smiles. Y et I th ink  th a t they  have lea rned  m uch  
from  us too. T h ey  have learned  th a t the neighborhood  
in  w hich they  have chosen to  d em onstra te  the ir re­
je c tio n  o f m iddle-class conform ity is no t such a  bad  
neighborhood  a fter all. If they  have been the  victim s 
of generalized  a ttitu d es  by au th o rity , they  have also 
been the p e rp e tra to rs  of generalized  a ttitu d es  them ­
selves. N o t all m iddle-class people are  squares. G en­
era lly  speaking, up o n  the close, personal exam in a tio n  
of an y  square by an y  hippie, the sh arp  corners soften 
considerab ly  an d  the im age of a hu m an  being  ap ­
pears. . . . G iven m ore tim e an d  the absence of undue  
friction, the d ialogue could b ear rich  fru it. T he  old 
and  new  could form  one com m unity , u n iq u e  and  rich 
in h u m an  resources, a  com m unity  th a t could dem ­
onstra te  th a t such a  neighborhood  could flourish de­
spite the system ; indeed , one th a t could b ear the seed 
for a joyous revo lu tion  of a ttitu d es  in  the e n tire  city  
an d  p roduce a  large u rban  com m un ity  based on  the 
real needs o f its inhab itan ts.

T h e  h ippies h a d  com e for help. T h e  f reed o m  of 
cities h a d  always a t t ra c te d  a  significant seg m en t  of 
every  g en e ra t io n  seeking to resolve A m e r ic a n  d i ­
lem m as  u n re s t ra in e d  by c o m m itm e n ts  to fam ily  
ob ligations in h o m e  com m unit ies .  N e w  Y ork  a n d  
C h icago  h a d  always know n waves of h ipp ies  fleeing 
W inesbu rg ,  O h io .  In  San Francisco, as hippies 
e n g ag ed  in pub lic  dialogue, they  forced the city 
to  ex am in e  a n d  modify s ta n d in g  practices. Laws 
g o v ern ing  m a r i ju a n a  b ecam e  exposed for the ir  
paradoxes .  A c c u ra te  in fo rm ation  on d rugs  b ecam e  
a n  objective. Police m ethods  w ere  review ed. P e r ­
h ap s  the  most useful d e b a te  involved  n e w  a n d  
im ag in a t iv e  uses of public facilities: a c ity  which

could  e n te r ta in  a n d  am use  im m ense  conventions, 
sport ing  crowds, p rov id ing  for visitors luxurious 
frivolities of every kind, could, for exam ple , release 
K eza r  S tad iu m , site of professional football during  
ce r ta in  seasons, to  the  tents of hippies for their  
“ su m m e r  of love.”  H a ig h t-A sh b u ry  A ssem blym an 
W illie  Brown, in a le tter  to the  Supervisors, placed 
in perspective the  n a tu re  of the conflicting forces: 
“ I t  ap p ea rs  to m e th a t  you a re  in d a n g e r  of m aking 
a very  fu n d a m e n ta l  m istake concern ing  bo th  you r  
own iden tity  a n d  th a t  of the  y oung  people  who 
are  co m in g  to  us. They a re  no t  som e ho rde  of in ­
v a d in g  foreigners. They a re  our ch ild ren , yours 
a n d  mine, exercising their  r igh t  to  move freely 
a b o u t  a co u n try  w hich  will soon be very  m uch  
the ir  own. Y ou for y o u r  p a r t  a re  not some select 
g ro u p  of m ed ieva l chieftains who can , at will, close 
u p  you r  tow n a n d  w i th d ra w  b e h in d  the  walls of 
you r  own closed society. T h e  City of St. Francis 
deserves b e t te r  from  you. W h e th e r  we like or d is­
like, agree  or disagree w ith  the  ‘H ip ’ c o m m u n ity  
is n o t  the  issue here. T h e  issue is w h e th e r  you can  
by  fiat d ec la re  a  m ino ri ty  u n w elco m e  in our c o m ­
m unity . If you  declare  aga ins t  these young people  
today , w h a t  m ino r i ty  is going  to b ea r  the  b ru n t  of 
yo u r  d isc r im in a t io n  to m o rro w ? ”

T H E  C O P ’S D IR E C T IV E

S o m ew h a t  forgotten  am o n g  genera l  fears was 
the  hippies ' u n w av e r in g  ad h e re n c e  to the  ideal of 
nonviolence. M iracu lously ,  they  re ta in ed  it in a 
c o m m u n i ty  a n d  in a w orld  whose easiest tendency 
was guns. For th a t  v ir tue ,  if for no  other, they 
v a luab ly  ch a llenged  A m e r ic a n  life. If they  did  no t 
oppose the  w ar  in V ie tn a m  in the  w ay  of o rganized 
groups, they  opposed it  by the  a rg u m e n t  of ex­
am ple ,  avo id ing  violence u n d e r  all circum stances. 
They o w ned  no  guns. By con tras t ,  th e  m a n n e r  in 
w h ich  the  m a jo r  E stab lishm en t of San Francisco 
a p p ro a c h e d  the  hippies chillingly suggested the 
basis of A m erican  failure  a b ro a d :  never  questioning 
its own values, lack ing  the  instinct for difficult 
dia logue, it sough t to suppress by  exclusion; ex­
clusion failing, it was p re p a re d  to call the  police.

T h e  troub le  on the  visual scene was drugs, and  
drugs b ro u g h t  cops; the troub le  was ru n a w a y  
ch ild ren  (some as y o ung  as ten years old) lost 
am o n g  hippies, a n d  ru n a w a y  c h i ld ren  b ro u g h t  
cops; d ir ty  books b ro u g h t  cops. T h e  troub le  was 
h aza rd o u s  housing, w hich  b ro u g h t  the  hea lth  d e ­
p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  in the  w ake of the  h ea lth  d e p a r tm en t ,  
cops.

T h e  t ro u b le  w ith  the  police, from  the  point of 
view of the hippies, was false arrest, illegal arrest, 
in c i tem en t to arrest, cops w ith  swinging clubs, o b ­
scene cops diseased by rac ia l  ha tred ,  a n d  the te n ­
dency  of any  a p p e a ra n c e  by  police to s tim ula te
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excitem ent w here none h ad  been. They accused 
cops of accepting bribes from  d rug  peddlers and  
then  arresting users, and  they singled out a few 
officers whose zeal for the  enforcem ent of s tan d ard  
m orality  exceeded reason. T h e  cop was the enem y- 
visible in a m arked car, w hom  hippies viewed as the 
living symbol of all the vice and  hypocrisy of the 
Establishm ent.

T he San Francisco cop h ad  never lived in the 
H aight-A shbury. Now, by and  large, he lived in 
the  R ichm ond, the Sunset, or w ithin the th irty - 
m ile suburban  rad ius established by law, in a house 
w ith a patch  of grass and  a garage w ith an  oil-proof 
floor he m ight live long enough to  pay for. H e 
earned  $9000 for a  forty-nine-w eek year, an d  he 
w ould receive a pension a t age sixty-five, or after 
th irty  years of service. H e read  his H earst new s­
paper and  w atched television and  w ent to chu rch  
and  Candlestick Park. H e h a ted  the  sound of 
sirens: his occupational h aza rd  was h eart failure 
a t an early age from  too m any  surges of adrenalin .

For the  San Francisco cop the sixties had been, 
said one, “ the age of rio ts,” no t food riots, not 
labor strikes, for objectives or upon principles he 
understood, b u t disorders em anating  from  obscure 
causes and  upheld  for their justice by those elements 
of the com m unity  the cop h ad  always associated 
w ith  norm al process and  quietude. Said  the sam e 
cop: “ I am  cau g h t in the b ind  of h istory .”

T he first significant confrontation  of the decade 
betw een police and  the new  antagonist occurred 
on Friday, M ay 13, 1960, in the ro tu n d a  of city 
hall, w here several h u n d red  persons h ad  gathered 
to attend , in a spirit of protest, a  hearing of a 
House C om m ittee on U n-A m erican  Activities. 
D enied adm ission to the hearing  room , the crow d 
sang, chanted , and  appeared  to represen t potential 
violence. F our h u n d red  policem en, a contingent 
larger th an  the gathering  itself, dispersed the 
crow d w ith  clubs and  fire hoses, ja iled  more th an  
fifty persons, b rough t one to  tria l (a Berkeley 
student) —  and  failed to  convict him .

But to the astonishm ent of the cop, in so clear a 
case, instead of com m endation  from  a  grateful 
public for having quelled a disorder, he was 
abused for his “ b ru ta lity .” T h e  next day thousands 
of pei'sons gathered  a t various points of the city  to 
protest no t only the con tinued  presence of the su b ­
com m ittee, b u t also the cop, the  two causes becom ­
ing one. In  the years w hich followed, all issues were 
to be repeated ly  m erged w ith  the issue of police ac­
tion: the cop him self becam e an  issue.

T he San Francisco Police D epartm ent, between 
1960 and  1967, undertook  liberal reforms never 
d ram atic  enough to please its critics. Its leadership 
h ad  always been p roud  of the d ep a rtm en t’s flexi­
bility, its openness to  innovation. I t  was the 
servant of the city. Now, in a new  clim ate, it in ­

tended  to  ac q u a in t itself w ith  new  problem s, 
especially the problem s of rac ia l or tem p eram en ta l 
m inorities.

T he creation  in 1962 of a C om m unity  R elations 
U nit, w hich grew  from  tw o m em bers to  th irteen , 
was an  experim en t of rem ark ab le  prom ise an d  
frequen t achievem ent. Its goal was to  an tic ip a te  
com m otion  ra th e r th an  to reac t in panic, to  u n d e r­
stand  the aims of dissident groups, an d  to  survey 
ra th e r th an  to  arrest. T h e  role of the  u n it was to 
provide “ feedback” betw een police an d  pub lic , 
often by sponsoring or a tten d in g  pub lic  m eetings 
w here d ialogue m igh t ensue betw een  citizen  an d  
cop, w ho h ad  never before m et.

T he u n it wore no uniform , m ade no arrests, an d  
identified itself w herever it w ent. H on o rab ly , it 
never ca rried  back h a rd  in form ation  to  the  d e p a r t­
m ent. I t  had  som ew hat th e  aspect of the  in te l­
lectual wing of the  police, asking why, never who, 
though  the  position was relative, an d  in th e  short 
ru n  it was a long w ay dow n th e  line from  th e  new , 
inform ed, even theore tical cop to the  ran k -an d -file  
cop in the  car, r id ing  scared, feeling h im self su r­
rou n d ed  by alien an d  sinister forces, feeling eyes of 
con tem pt and  h a tre d  upon  him , anxious for his own 
safety, an d  m oved finally to rely  upon  th e  sam e old 
weapons he still treasu red  above all sociology, all 
theory, an d  all goodwill.

H e was a  better-in form ed, m ore feeling cop th an  
he had  been eight years before, b u t he  could  never 
qu ite  rem ain  ab reast of history. H e h a d  learn ed  to  
accep t the  aspirations of Negroes, b u t he was now  
confronted by hippies, w ho w ere p a ten tly  an d  
unden iab ly  break ing  laws for reasons beyond  th e  
cop’s com prehension. T h e  Beats, w ho w ere the  
forerunners of the  hippies, h ad  o b structed  the side­
walks of N orth  Beach an d  offended cops by th e ir 
s trange untidiness, b u t they h ad  g a th ered  in  a  
trad itio n a l bohem ian  q u a rte r, an d  they  w ere beat, 
they  ad m itted  it, p rep ared  to flee.

T h e  instinct of the cop was anc ien t: b reak  the  
law, be punished . T yp ica l of the  citizenry  of San 
Francisco, his h ea rt th e  repository  of all populist 
values, the  cop w ould  upho ld  the law  a t every stage 
of its in te rp re ta tio n . In  th e  m ain , he tran scen d ed  
his em otions. H e  w aited  to  see w he ther the  h ippies 
w ould triu m p h  over th e ir visual scene, w he ther 
their shift from  stree t to  com m unity  w ould  occur 
before th e  H aigh t-A shbury  or the  city  beyond  
arrived  a t last a t d isenchan tm en t. If  the H a ig h t- 
A shbury ab an d o n ed  th e  hippies th e  m ood of the  
city  a t large w ould be released in th e  d irec tion  of 
his own g u t responses. T h en  th e  anx iety  of th e  
cop w ould be shared  by all powers, the  nervous 
system  of the  cop, the  city, an d  the  H aig h t-A sh b u ry  
w ould v ib ra te  upon  one note. T h en  th e  d irec tive  
of the cop w ould be clear. T h en  th e  cop would 
move in.

72



Copyright of Atlantic Magazine Archive is the property of Atlantic Monthly Group LLC and
its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the
copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email
articles for individual use.


