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Cultural Leave Procedure  

Context and Purpose 

This Procedure guides the application and management of Cultural Leave in accordance with the University of 
South Australia Enterprise Agreement 2023 (the Agreement).  

This leave is for the purpose of staff members observing holy days or attending essential religious or cultural duties 
associated with their particular religious faith, culture or tradition. 

Responsibility 

Line Manager 

The line manager is responsible for facilitating the cultural leave management process in accordance with this 

Procedure.  

Staff Member  

Staff are expected to manage their cultural leave in accordance with this Procedure.  

The People, Talent and Culture Unit (PTC)  

People, Talent and Culture is responsible for the development and continuous improvement of this Procedure. 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Procedure 

A. Cultural Leave 

1. A staff member may be eligible to access up to two (2) days per calendar year of recreation, long service 

leave or leave without pay for cultural leave purposes, subject to:  

1.1. the provision of at least two (2) weeks’ notice (wherever possible) by completing a myHR online leave 

request to their line manager inclusive of any travel time required; and  

1.2. having an entitlement to recreation or long service leave or making a request for special leave without 
pay.  

B. Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Staff Members 

2. The University acknowledges the importance of cultural obligations for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
staff and is commited to encouraging and enabling eligible Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff to 
participate in cultural activities and meet their cultural obligations.  

3. To be eligible for cultural leave under Clause B, you must formally identify with the University as an Aboriginal 
or a Torres Strait Islander or both an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander person. Staff can do this via the 

myHR online system. 

4. Full-time continuing and fixed-term Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff are provided with ten (10) days 

paid leave per calendar year (pro-rata for part-time) to meet their cultural obligations.  

5. The University acknowledges there may be additional obligations on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
staff when meeting their cultural responsibilities and any impact on their workload must be appropriately 
recognised during these times.   

C. Taking Cultural Leave 

6. Cultural leave must be taken in a minimum of one (1) hour periods and is not cumulative year to year.  

7. Line managers are expected to demonstrate flexibility when considering applications for cultural leave. 

https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd6xk4dworh2ghiIG1VW%2Bmim4KhhgkBiVQ5ZB5%2FX0p2AgcJ1KIrAaPLO3cOh%2FPFY9uQe7CojC5oFqeUgBamVvq2oNfVRTSji%2FOPH%2BbI26ZjS%2B%2Fu9BZ%2Be0BHwkmNbPhRUG81MxwVMs1bQOYE2y2%2FXLE8TllnjTPCNJQsEcG60GplNPoW7A7svRJwvb0q6J1zHbIkaZ9irxXyGGofc5%2Bg41KG6uU2QXWrjY5rs5Bei96o2JcoWYdISvOh9mIloX7txWuJSYMJJZt1QX%2FJ0zNxKmcQZWd1Gk0mXEb8ZjqLQE6n0088hRogSBE9bHTIoV1B8zSfRGkWjlRpxk4ylqXxSZ7%2FpKQ8zPlZ6T2%2FMSg3exGyy6oqo%2FLbrqLkx%2FM9BAEN1AkhA3g2JLBHxMe9%2BTNmev53qPPkqMVR0459DcabdWkaJZ7IsmnMw8oCd1BQZ33gcmFsy914lL6i6kgOUuYs16hAO0p2ZW%2F%2F3fNGSQX2X66fJq%2FiHfYQ6mErw0Y5eHRkZdqOW4U9xlZp1fr2gPKF5rF%2B1QRYW5D%2Fw3ZUJpjorUO5DJ8HY%2Bt%2BPUCEvFVPoTPWHdC%2Fl%2BcwaTIyav8sk7fvMpT%2FAA%3D%3D&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=ApUFtNJuxZOQFJQruyWVLAziDCJ3dhd4jIvZ2oSfkYAvv4qEm3MalWwUolCp4MEc7sjzAiXR%2BBD4eOdAqfY02nsAC811vJSo%2FzFey17e1D2wHWZQ%2F9u%2FRx6f9o3rR9%2F2mCLTuQdZSD1KFDzP%2BXcuR3%2BfDKo4dZTQwqD4CvBBTJRGdzaY0O7WFklB6PFq37sKFjpBdMoxk2L8QYwU3C5NutaE1bBavukhT9r5rfhEqvdqRu4dK384xBH63fslfm8P%2B2UGB6lj1S54%2BTfT13pvhKqAbRwd6X0TRPRBpQKVOX7UVcV0SoZCtA%2F0K65lpjD7vfdk7bokZeZwyH4U%2B8f9lA%3D%3D
https://my.unisa.edu.au/staff/myHR/home.do?profile=ESS1
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8. Applications for cultural leave will be given fair and proper consideration and treated with respect, 
sensitivity, and cultural understanding. The University recognises some culturally significant events (such as 
Sorry Business) may not allow for the provision of at least two (2) weeks’ notice.  

9. The line manager may take into consideration the requirements of the University when considering a staff 

member’s application for cultural leave. 

10. Where the staff member and line manager are unable to agree on the period of leave to be granted, the 
application will be referred to the Executive Director: People, Talent and Culture, who will review and make 
a determination on the matter.  

11. If requested by the University, a staff member who has applied for cultural leave will be required to provide 
reasonable evidence as to the nature of the activity/ceremony the staff member wishes to attend. 
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