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The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees
the rights and freedoms set out in it subject only to such
reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.
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In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall
be subject only to such limitations as are determined by
law solely for the purpase of securing due recognition and
respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order
and general welfare in a democratic society.
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Once a sufficiently significant government interest is
recognized then it must be decided if the means chasen
to achieve this interest are reasonable - a farm of
proportionality test. The court may wish to ask whether
the means adepted to achieve the end sought to do so
by impairing as little as possible the right or freedom in
question, 112
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Qnee a sufficiently significant objective is recognized, then
the party invoking 5.t must show that the means chosen
are reasonable and demonstrably justified. This involvs "a
form of proportionality test”.... Although the nature of
the porporticnality test will vary depending on the
circumstances, in each case courts will be required to
balance the interests of society with those of individuals
and groups. There are, in my view, three important
components of a proportionality test” First, the measures
adopted must be carefully designed te achieve the
objective in question. They must not be arbitrary, unfair or
based on irrational considerations. In short, they must be
rationally connected to the objective. Second, the means,
even if rationally connected to the objective in this first
sense, should impair "as little as possible” the right or
freedom in question.... Third, there must be a
progortionality between the effects of the measures
which are responsible for limiting the Charter right or
freedom, and the objective which has been identified as
of "sufficient important™.114
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