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Emblematic of the Inca culture, Machu
Picchu in Peru stands 2,430 meters above
sea level in the midst of a tropical moun-
tain forest, its giant walls, terraces and
ramps carved from rock escarpments.
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& The World Heritage emblem symbolizes

/ the interdependence of the world’s natural
y and cultural diversity. The central square’
y represents the achievements of human skill

/ and inspiration, and the circle celebrates

- the gifts of nature. The emblem is round,

/ - like the world, a symbol of global protec-

y tion for the heritage of all humankind.
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threatened by natural disasters and indus-
trialization. Currently, some one hundred
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heritage of outstanding universal value...

Rich in prairie, forest, alpine and glacial scenery, Waterton Glacier International Peace
Park — the world’s first such entity — straddles the border between Canada and the United

States of America.
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ARCTIC CIRCLE

The Earthen Architecture Conservation
Programme works toward conserving and

properties on the World Heritage List are
partially or totally built with earth.
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World Heritage sites are inscribed on the OStiea
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List on the basis of their merits as forming
a significant contribution to the cultural
and natural heritage of the world. Their
outstanding universal value is considered to

go beyond national boundaries and to be of A5t

importance for future generations.

Conserving the diversity of life on Earth is
critical to global human welfare. With the
support of the World Heritage Convention,
the most important biodiversity sites
receive international recognition as well as
technical and financial assistance to deal
with threats such as agricultural encroach-
ment, alien species and poaching.
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is... established within UNESCO.

... [with] the magnitude and gravity of the new dan-
gers threatening. .. [the world’s heritage], it is incum-
bent on the international community as a whole to
participate in the protection of the cultural and natural

... the Committee shall establish...
"World Heritage List", a list of the properties forming
part of the cultural heritage and natural heritage... which

(Ecuador) @) ECUADORé

Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, at its General Conference, Paris, 16 November 1972

EXTRACTS
... parts of the cultural or natural heritage are of out-

standing interest and therefore need to be preserved as
part of the world heritage of humankind as a whole.

An Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection
of the Cultural and Natural Heritage of Outstanding
Universal Value, called “the World Heritage Committee”,

under the title of

it considers as having outstanding universal value...

On a tributary of the Rio Grande in New Mexico, U.S.A., well-preserved living and
ceremonial chambers at Pueblo de Taos evoke prehistoric Anasazi traditions and
represent present-day Pueblo Indian culture.

Margays (Leopardus wiedii) make their home in Venezuela’s
Canaima National Park, known for its table mountains (tepuis)
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and the world’s tallest waterfall, Angel Falls (1,002 meters).
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The World Heritage Cities Programme
seeks to protect living historic city centres
and their cultural and architectural her-
itage from threats such as uncontrolled
development or inappropriate construction.

_ o]
11}
(Portugal)
(UK) (Portugal) i)
MlTe o oo o .
|I|I (Spain) '
| ; 13
| Cultural heritage refers to monuments, f
I' buildings and sites with historical, aesthetic,
Hie _archaeological, scientific, ethnologicalor
/

| anthropological value. Natural heritage
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The village of Manarola is one of the town

! refers to outstanding physical, biological or
geological features and includes habitats of
threatened species, as well as areas with
scientific, environmental or aesthetic ' o
value. Mixed sites have both cultural
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Worldwide, 89 World Heritage forests
protect more than 70 million hectares
| of woodland. This accounts for 1.8

percent of the global forest cover and
| about 18 percent of the surface area of

| all protected forests on the planet.

The World Heritage Marine Programme
helps countries nominate marine sites
and manage them effectively to ensure
that they will thrive for future genera-
tions. There are currently 31 marine
sites on the World Heritage List.

s on ltaly’s Ligurian coast between Cinque Terre
and Portovenere that reflect a millennium of human effort to wrest a living between cliff
and sea.
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On the island of Praslin in the Seychelles is the Vallée de Mai '
Nature Reserve, protecting the vestiges of a natural palm forest,
including the coco de mer, largest seed in the plant kingdom. 4
(Néw Zealand) )
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The Medina of Fez — a labyrinth crammed with
shops, palaces, mosques and fountains — is the
heart of the Moroccan city founded in the 9th cen-
tury and home of the world’s oldest university.
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Mali’s Cliff of Bandiagara, or Land of the Dogons, is recognized for its landscape of sandy plateaus, as
well as for its architecture of houses, granaries, altars and Togu Na, or communal meeting places.

The last substantial expanse of monsoon forest in Thailand, the Dong Phayayen-
Khao Yai Forest Complex shelters more than 800 animal species, many of them
endangered or threatened, including the Great Pied Hornbill (Buceros bicornis).
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The remarkable Dazu Rock Carvings of China, dating from the 9th to

13th centuries, provide evidence of a harmonious synthesis of

Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism.



