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THE VANITY OF EXISTENCE. 39

whole struggle of this will as in its very essence barren and
unprofitable. Were it of any value in itself, anything
unconditioned and absolute, it could not thus end in mere
nothing.

If we turn from contemplating the world as a whole, and, in
particular, the generations of men as they live their little
hour of mock-existence and then are swept away in rapid
succession; if we turn from this, and look at life in its small
details, as presented, say, in a comedy, how ridiculous it all
seems! It is like a drop of water seen through a microscope,
a single drop teeming with infusoria; or a speck of cheese
full of mites invisible to the naked eye. How we laugh as
they bustle about so eagerly, and struggle with one another
in so tiny a space! And whether here, or in the little span of
human life, this terrible activity produces a comic effect.

It is only in the microscope that our life looks so big. It is an
indivisible point, drawn out and magnified by the powerful
lenses of Time and Space.
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