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Ohtawara: Treasures in Countryside Japan / 2nd day

A beautiful clear sky welcomed us. | captured a bit of the garden and the house akugoya. a little stone structure where. in the past.
ashes were disposed of.

'We hurried to have the traditional earthy breakfast Mrs. Ishii prepared. which included fresh fruit. We checked out. but left our
bikes and backpacks there. and departed for Kurobane.

Kurobane: Halku and Zen

Around gam, we got on the local bus and got off at the firemen memorial stop. We had a brisk morning walk. stopping to look at
stones carved with Matsuo Basho's haiku from his famous "Oku no hosomichi (The Narrow Road to the Deep North”) collection of
poems and travelogue.

We came to know that Basho stayed in the area for two weeks. allured by the delicious sake and food. The museum is pretty close
to the temple.

After a short stroll. we were at the gates of Daioji Temple, young Buddhist priest Bungyo-san guided us through our first
Zzen experience.

He explained the basics of S5t School meditation and handed us a brochure in English. He answered our questions and then
proceeded with the meditation.

Later on, he showed us the temple, the garden, and even their museum. He talked about the history of the temple. pointing to the
local feudal lord crest on the tatam mats.
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From Tree-lined street

Wheat large-scale farming

Swaying golden wheat field

Authentic Visit Japan
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This is the listing of Japan farm stay for foreign traveler t

Torics LOCATIONS

Authentic Visit Japan
-
FOOD & DRINK  ACTIVITIES  FARMSTAY  OTHER
to capture th of Japan's f d lifestyle of japanese

rural communities. We wish you will find the attractive farm stay and activities from here. Visit Japan and experience Japan.

*J-room : Japanese Room, W-room : Western Room

-
Japan. Farm Stay

Farm Inn Anima no Sato
Hokiaido Abashiri

HOTEL WAKATSUKI

Shinetsu

Specialty
Remarks

Contact

'_». I i
| |

Activities

Facilities

Specialty

Remarks

Contact

cyding, horse riding

Price J-room JPY4,000 / W-room JPY4,000
Payment cash/credit card

Rooms 1 J-room/ 2 W-room/ 3 other
Lavatory by gender (Japanese/Western
style)

Intemet Access free Wi-Fi

http://www.436806.com

'YORKSHIRE FARM

Hokkaido

-,
@

experience shepherding, cydiing, hiking, horse

riding,

ing, cook and process farm

Price W-room JPY6,700
Payment cash/credit card
Rooms 13 W-room
Lavatory | by gender (Western style)
Internet Access free Wi-Fi

stay at sheep

eiichi@york.co.ip

http://www,york.co.ip/

Activities

Specialty
Remarks

Contact

experience picking and cook farm food, cycling,

fishing, hiking, horse riding

Price J-room JPY8,000 / W-room
JPY10,000
Payment cashy/credit card

Rooms 30 J-room/ 2 W-room/ 2 other

by gender

vatory Western style)

net Access free Wi-Fi

Inkarusipe
Hokkaido

Activities

Specialty

Remarks

experience rural culture and life, pick and cook

farm products

Price J-room JPYS,000
Payment | cash
Rooms 33-room/ 2 cottage

Lavatory by gender/unisex
(Japanese/Wester style)

Internet Access

[FARMSTAY]
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Intro Videos

Shinetsu Trail 2 hours to morinoie

[ MORE [ MORE [

Experience Buddhist relax morning, early

| am a Small Rice Shichinohe - A Town Memories of Farm

[ MORE [ MORE [ MORE

Let's deepen the

[ MORE [ MORE [ MORE

KITAKATA FURUSATO Al LAND Let's go to Nishiizu of

[ MORE [ MORE [ MORE

Guide to Rural Japan

ost Kept Secrets
snow  [tour |sd | |wadtionsl | onsen | fishing | |shinkansen |craft | | river | bamboo
samual | | moutans | soba | nokan | soke | teaceremony | kimono | temple | foidale

snowbodng | locallygrown | | homestay | farmstay | weMing  lesson | waterals | | zazen

heslihyfood | sushi | bamboo | castio | | horsebackriding | walk | cultural differences japan

countrysidejopan | localfood  nature | cycing | snowhuts  fallleaves

[Intro Videos]
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Gutezo . apan

FOOD & DRINK  ACTIVITIES

FARMSTAY OTHER

Nature, Traditional cuiture. Local food, Various experiences. Smiles on people’s face. and many more.

the view from Mt.
Taisenzan

the fall leaves and
the OIKE

colorful fall leaves

MORE |

IIYAMA KAMAKUA
FESTIVAL 2016

MORE ‘

3

the crater lake

MORE

SATOYAMA
EXPERIENCE

MORE

Tonomine Highlands
in Hyogo

ozawa path

mt. hakama dake

MORE |

MORE |

MORE

looking mt. myokou

mid-winter shinetsu
trail

MORE |

gateway at the
entrance to a shrine

A row of cedar trees

path to the main
shrine
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A beautiful row of white birches and very old oak trees.

Pyongyang

Other Pictures

iy -

®
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Guide to Rural Japan

countrysdejapan | | localfood | natwe | | coycling | snowhuts  fail leaves
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English Website of the Green Tourism for Foreign Tourists visiting Japan
Launching the Website Authentic Visit Japan

JTB Corporate Sales, Inc. (Tokyo, Japan) launches the English Website Authentic Visit Japan
(hitp:/www.authentic-visitip) ~ starting from August 3, 2015, to introduce Green Tourism to foreign visitors to

Japan. This site has been made possible by a special promotional grant from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries.

KR 4

Overview:

The website features Japan's nural areas, both countryside
and seaside, and introduces Japan's natural attractions,
including culture, traditions, and indigenous delicacies to
tourists who may think that Japan is merely big cities and
temples. It also offers itineraries that allow guests to
experience the lifestyles and activities of the real Japan.

The new site focusses on rural areas that are eager to
welcome foreign tourists, and provides links to local
websites, with programs and contact information.
Photos and program information are posted on Twitter
and Facebook at these addresses:

Facebook: hitps:/ www.facebook.com/Authenticlapan Visit

Additionally, information on the accommodations that are registered as members of the Japan Farm stay program
will be posted to facilitate those who wish to experience the country's traditional inms and hotels while exploring the

local agriculture, forestry and fisheries.

The website has been designed to highlight the appeal of Japan's rural countryside and coastal areas, and to promote
Green Tourism by providing all the logistical information necessary to create a once-in-a-lifetime trip to this ancient

country.

Press Inquities: JTB Corporate Sales, Inc. Kasumigaseki Division 1
23F Kasumigaseki Building, 3-2-5 Kasumnigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-6051 Japan
Authentic Visit Japan Desk : Kageyama, Suzuki, [wasaki, Sugawara
Phone: 81-3-6737-9261
Email: authenticvisitjapan@bwtjtb,jp
Mon.-Fri 09 : 30AM - 5 : 30 PM Japan Local Time (Weekdays)
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JTB launches rural farmstay package
Julian Ryall, Tokyo, January 29, 2016

TRAVEL giant JTB Corporation has drawn up a new programme designed to take visitors to

Japan further off the beaten track.

Launched this month, it offers travellers the opportunity to stay with a farming family in one of
Japan's more rural districts. Travellers will get the opportunity to stay in a traditional
farmhouse, try the local onsen, sleep in a futon on a tatami mat floor, and pick vegetables for

dinner.

Marketed through JTB's Authentic Visit Japan website, this programme was drawn up in
collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and the tourism authority

in the town of Ohtawara, in Tochigi Prefecture, north of Tokyo.

“Many people who come to Japan want to do something different from the Golden Route of
Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka. They told us that they want to see the authentic, traditional Japan,
which is why we have come up with this package,” said Yoko Kageyama, who devised the

programme for JTB.

Around 100 families in Ohtawara are taking part, with two homes allocated specifically for

overseas tourists. In the first two weeks of the project, a family of five from Spain and an

educational group from South-east Asia have sampled the delights of rural Japan.
"We have had a lot of enquiries from Asia, North America and Europe, and we are confident
these sort of holidays will appeal to a wide range of tourists looking to experience a very

different side of Japan,” said Kageyama.

JTB plans to expand the project to communities nationwide if demand increases.
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