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OMG. Did you just feel a quake?

By Jonathan Amos
Science correspondent, BBC Mews, San Francisco

Spikes in tweet traffic at times of earthquakes
Tweets per minute, 30 minute moving average
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Source: US Geological Survey
The Great California Shakeout was a drill and not a real quake event

Tweets are being used by the US Geological Survey {(USGS) to
get instant public reaction to earthquakes.

The agency is trawling the messages to find out what people felt
during a tremor - whether there was a lot of shaking in their area or
not.

There are hig spikes in Twitter traffic immediately following a quake
and the USGS believes emergency responders might find the
information useful,

It could help them assess very quickly the severity of a particular
event,

Howewer, the survey stressed that the social networking tool would
only ever supplement the existing scientific reporting systems which
determine shake effects.
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 |ICLR: International Conference on Learning
Representations (REE M 5)

e |CML: International Conference on Machine
Learning

 NIPS: Neural Information Processing Systems
Conference
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With massive
amounts of
computational power,
machines can now
recognize objects and
translate speech in
real time. Artificial
intelligence is finally

TemporarySocial
Media

Messages that quickly

self-destruct could
enhance the privacy
of online
communications and
make people freer to

Prenatal DNA
Sequencing

Reading the DNA of
fetuses will be the
next frontier of the
genomic revolution.
But do you really want
to know about the
genetic problems or
musical aptitude of

Introduction

Additive
Manufacturing

Skeptical about 3-D
printing? GE, the
world's largest
manufacturer, is on
the verge of using the
technology to make

Past Years

Baxter: The Blue-
Collar Robot

Rodney Brooks's
newest creation is
easy to interact with,
but the complex
innovations behind the
robot show just how
hard it is to get along

getting smart. N be spontaneous. N your unbern child? N jet parts. with people. N
Memory implants Smart Watches Ultra-Efficient Solar Big Datafrom Cheap Supergrids
Power Phones
A maverick
neuroscientist Collecting and
believes he has Doubling the analyzing information

deciphered the code
by which the brain
forms long-term
memories. Next:
testing a prosthetic
implant for people
suffering from long-
term memory loss.

>

The designers of the
Pebble watch realized
that a mobile phone is
more useful if you
don't have to take it
out of your pocket.

>

efficiency of a solar
cell would completely
change the
economics of
renewable energy.
Nanotechnology just
might make it
possible.

from simple cell
phones can provide

surprising insights into

how people move
about and behave -
and even help us
understand the
spread of diseases.

D I 2

A new high-power
circuit breaker could
finally make highly
efficient DC power
grids practical. N
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