
CDM SURVEY 
SUB-WORK GROUP



MISSION STATEMENT
The CDM Survey Sub-Workgroup is a collaborative effort to unlock 

the potential of survey data within the Observational Health Data 

Sciences and Informatics (OHDSI) framework. We aim to develop 

a standardized approach for integrating survey data into the 

OMOP Common Data Model (CDM). This will be achieved through 

the development of standards, tools, and best practices to 

transform survey questions and responses into the CDM format. 

This, in turn, will empower researchers to conduct more robust 

analyses across diverse datasets, ultimately leading to richer 

insights and improved health outcomes.
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ESTABLISH THE CDM SURVEY 
SUB-WORKGROUP
• Key Results
• Regular meetings held bi-weekly on Mondays at 10:00 AM ET. Meeting 

recordings, agendas, minutes, and other documentation will be readily 
available.

• Integration with the OHDSI Workgroup webpage to be established for 
increased visibility.

• Presentation scheduled for the CDM Workgroup on May 7th to introduce the 
Sub-Group and its goals.
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LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT

• Activities
• Invite representatives from cohorts with experience using the CDM for survey data to share 

their knowledge and challenges.
• Conduct a community survey to gather information on experiences and needs related to 

survey data in the CDM.
• Review the most used Common Data Elements (CDMs) as a foundation for developing 

standards, tools, and best practices.

• Key Result
• A comprehensive report summarizing survey CDM mapping resources, challenges, and 

identified development priorities (vocabulary, standards, tools, best practices) to be shared 
with the OHDSI community.
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DEVELOPMENT AND TESTING

• Activities
• Develop concrete use cases and showcase the value proposition for integrating survey data 

into the CDM using the Breast Cancer Risk Prediction Project (BCRPP) and California Teachers 
Study (CTS) cohorts as examples.

• Key Results
• Create two to four detailed use cases to guide the development and application of survey 

mapping tools. 

• Additionally, develop compelling value propositions to encourage the OHDSI community to 
contribute to the Subgroup or map their own survey data to the CDM.
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FIND AND APPLY FOR FUTURE 
SUPPORT

• Actions

• Reach out to participant cohort organizations, OHDSI and elsewhere for funding and 
individuals to continue the development of CDM survey mapping resources.

• Key Result 
• Acquire financial and personnel support to carry out the CDM Survey Sub-Workgroup mission.
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THANK YOU
Brandy Mapes 
Jim Lacey 
Katie O'Brien 
Magda Meir 
Michael Cook 
Montse Garcia-Closas 
Queenie Ho
Tamara Litwin 
Tom Ahearn 



Nicole Gerlanc, PhD

Data Analyst Lead, Connect Study
Trans-Divisional Research Program
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics
National Cancer Institute

Email: nicole.gerlanc@nih.gov
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