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　In 2020, children around the world were adversely affected by the spread of COVID-19. In both 
developed and developing countries, curfews and containment measures significantly impacted 
children’s lives, escalating poverty and domestic violence, and depriving them of educational 
opportunities.
　In these circumstances, Save the Children provided support to approximately 45 million children in 
120 countries around the world to safeguard children's rights to survival, protection, development and 
participation.
　In particular, we deployed our COVID-19 responses in 87 countries around the world including 
Japan. We reached approximately 29.5 million people, including 11.8 million children, with support for 
education and livelihoods as well as learning activities to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other 
infectious diseases.
　Internationally, in addition to emergency assistance for the pandemic, we continued to provide 
emergency and humanitarian assistance to children in Syria, Yemen, and Rohingya refugees affected by 
prolonged conflicts and violence. We also supported children made vulnerable by socio-economic 
disparities.
　In Japan, in response to the enactment of the revised Child Abuse Prevention Act in April 2020, which 
clearly prohibits physical punishment by parents, we conducted awareness-raising activities on 
parenting without physical punishment through social media campaigns and online events. In addition, 
we distributed food to single-parent families, provided financial grants to high school students, and 
supported after-school children's clubs. Furthermore, during the heavy rains in July, we worked closely 
with the local community and the government to provide emergency and reconstruction assistance.
　Throughout the challenges of this year, I felt that a willingness to support others experiencing 
difficulty had spread throughout Japan and around the world. I am very glad that we were able to 
convey that individual willingness in the form of support for those in need.
　In 2021, Save the Children will continue to strive for a world that can attain all children’s rights, 
listen to children’s voices, and conduct activities for children together with children.
We look forward to your continued support and cooperation in the future.

Junichiro Ida, Chair of the Board
Tsudoi Miyoshi, Managing Director of the Board, Chief Executive Officer
Save the Children Japan

Foreword

Every child has the right to survival, protection, development and participation. 
We fight to make children’s rights a reality worldwide.

For more than 100 years, we have been working with children. 
Save the Children is an international NGO that works to make children’s rights to survival, 
development, protection and participation a reality worldwide. It was established in the 
UK in 1919 and is currently at work in approximately 120 countries. The UN and the 
governments of many countries have a high regard for Save the Children as a pioneer of 
children’s rights, and we have achieved breakthroughs in the way the world treats children. 
Save the Children Japan was established in 1986. We are active in international programs 
in fields such as health and nutrition and education. When conflicts or natural disasters 
occur, we provide emergency and humanitarian responses. In Japan, we have actively 
addressed issues of child poverty and child abuse and have also conducted various 
programs in response to large-scale disasters such as the Great East Japan Earthquake 
and the Kumamoto Earthquake. Through these programs, we work to make children’s 
rights a reality.

Emergency and 
Humanitarian Response
For children and local communities 
affected by natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises, Save the Children 
swiftly responds to meet their 
immediate needs, enabling them to 
return to and rebuild their lives.

Health and Nutrition
To ensure that all children and their 
families can access quality health 
services, Save the Children provides 
assistance, including healthcare for 
pregnant women, mothers and 
newborns; prevention and treatment of 
infectious diseases and malnutrition; 
and strengthening of health systems.

Education
In order for all children to receive quality 
education, Save the Children implements 
programs that improve learning 
environments, provide capacity development 
opportunities for teachers, raise awareness 
in local communities and promote 
pre-school education programs.

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)

Save the Children strengthens DRR 
structures of local communities so 
that children can act independently 
when disasters occur and their voices 
are reflected in DRR policy and 
practice. We promote child-centered 
disaster risk reduction.

Child Poverty
We are working to end child poverty 
by providing direct support, raising 
public awareness and engaging in 
advocacy. Our aim is to ensure that all 
children have access to the physical 
possessions, services and opportunities 
necessary for them to live their lives 
and develop, so that they can fulfill 
their potential.

Child Protection
We promote child protection measures 
in close collaboration with various 
stakeholders such as local governments 
and communities, children, and their 
caregivers to protect children from 
violence, abuse, and exploitation, and 
cultivate environments in which children 
can grow up safely and securely.
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Eglantyne Jebb, founder of Save the Children
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© Eduardo Soteras Jalil/Save the Children Abdi plays with his elder brother Sam on a follow up visit five months after recovering from Severe Acute Malnutrition, at their home, Ethiopia

■ Countries and regions where Save the Children worked in 2018.

■ Countries and regions where Save the Children Japan 
conducted projects by assigning staff members, etc.

Save the Children directly reached 38,714,825 children through its work in 2018.

Save the Children reached 
more than 44,800,000 children    
in approximately 120 countries 

including Japan.   

■ Countries and regions where Save the Children worked in 2020.

Save the Children directly reached 44,869,099 children through its work in 2020.
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COVID-19 is still spreading in Japan and throughout the world. As the global community 
faced this unprecedented situation, Save the Children provided emergency responses to the 
pandemic for children in Japan and 86 countries around the world. By the end of December 
2020, we had reached 29.5 million people including 11.8 million children.

The COVID-19 pandemic continued in Japan and economic 
conditions worsened. The national government declared a 
state of emergency and called for all the schools to be 
closed. The impact on children in Japan was significant. In 
response, Save the Children delivered food supplies to 
2,501 single-parent households, raised awareness through 
our media platforms of psychosocial care for children, and 
provided cash assistance to high school students.

Supported over 11 million children in 87 countries

PILLAR 1
Mitigote the impact
of COVID-19 on
child survival

PILLAR 2
Help children
learn stay sofe
and return to school

PILLAR 3
Support family survival 
and food security 
through safety nets

PILLAR 4
Keep children safe
in their home and
in communities

PILLAR 5
Call on the international community to 
raise funds to support children in the 
poorest and conflict-affected countries

Provided psychosocial
support to over 63,000
people. 

Supported over
10,000 families with
cash assistance and
business recovery
programmes. 

Trained more than 21,000
community health workers. 

Distributed over 17,000 radios
for children to learn from
home. 

Led a consortium of 8
NGOs to ensure continued
access to education. 

Supported survivors of
gender-based violence
via telephone. 

Delivered over
250,000 food
packages. 

Helped over 700,000
children and delivered
9.4 million meals. 

Provided tablets and materials
to unaccompanied migrant
children in 45 communities to
ensure continued learning. 

Enabled over 5,000 
families
to buy basic food items. 

U.S.
MEXICO

COLOMBIA SIERRA LEONE

UK

ITALY

INDIA

MYANMAR

YEMEN

SOMALIA

Our COVID-19 Response

Save the Children’s Response to Protect A Generation: Five Key Pillars

WE SUPPORTED CHILDREN ACROSS 5 KEY PILLARS

Our Response in Japan

Jordan

Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support for 
Children

The ongoing impact of the Syrian crisis, as 
well as lockdowns and school closures due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak had negative 
effects on children's mental health and 
well-being, and also heightened the risk of 
child abuse and violence against children. 
The number of refugees unable to access 
health care continued to increase. We 
contextualized and updated the existing 
"Psychological First Aid (PFA) for Children" 
module to provide mental health and 
psychosocial support to children in Jordan, 
and worked with the Jordanian government, 
local health care facilities, and schools to 
roll out the program nationwide.
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We work to prevent and treat malnutrition and 
infectious diseases and to build societies where 
everyone has access to quality health services. In 
Uganda and Vietnam, we provided technical guidance 
to improve agricultural productivity, as well as nutri-
tional guidance to local farmers to improve maternal 
and child nutrition. In addition, we promoted health 
checkups for women during and after pregnancy.

Emergency and Humanitarian Response

Save the Children responded to the humanitarian 
crises in Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, South Sudan, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and of displaced 
Rohingya people in Bangladesh. Our responses 
included support for education, child protection, health 
and nutrition, and distribution of emergency relief 
supplies. We also provided emergency responses to the 
COVID-19 outbreak in these countries.  

Save the Children works to ensure that all children 
have access to the goods, services, and opportunities 
necessary to fulfill their potential. In Mongolia, we 
provided entrepreneurship education for youth living 
in remote areas. In cooperation with local 
governments and chambers of commerce and industry, 
we established councils to develop curriculum and 
educational materials tailored to each region.

For children and their families affected by the August 
2020 Beirut Blast in Lebanon, we offered psychosocial 
support and helped them secure safe accommodation. 
In addition, with the help of the Inochi Mirai Fund, we 
provided rapid assistance to children affected by 
natural disasters and conflicts around the world.

Health and Nutrition

International Programs

©Jarurin Pholhinkong/Save the Children

In Myanmar, we promoted safe childbirth and the 
health of newborns by collaborating with health 
authorities to strengthen the health system by training 
auxiliary midwives. In Vietnam, Myanmar, and Laos, we 
worked to develop capacity by training healthcare 
staff and providing medical equipment in order to 
improve the health of mothers and children of ethnic 
minorities.

In Mongolia, we strengthened the capacity of child 
protection teams within local governments working to 
prevent and respond to cases of child abuse. In 
addition to advocating for stronger and more 
sustainable child protection and child rights 
mechanisms, we conducted nationwide campaigns 
through social media, TV, and newspapers to ban 
corporal punishment.

Child Protection

Save the Children is committed to ensuring that all 
children, including children with disabilities and 
children from economically disadvantaged families, 
have equal access to quality inclusive education. In 
Mongolia, we strengthened the capacity of teachers to 
provide educational support tailored to children’s 
individual needs. Opportunities for home tutoring and 
learning kits were also offered to children who face 
difficulties accessing education.

Education
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We worked with local communities and governments 
on child-centered disaster risk reduction. In Uganda, 
we implemented a program to enable communities to 
build resilience against natural disasters and climate 
change. In Thailand, we worked to prevent water-relat-
ed accidents among children, and in Indonesia, we 
promoted road safety for children and youth.

Disaster Risk ReductionChild Poverty
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Given the increasing frequency of natural disasters, we 
needed to ready ourselves for the double disasters of 
COVID-19 and natural catastrophes. To support 
well-being and development of children affected by 
disasters, we raised public awareness and offered 
training on mental health and psychosocial support 
and provided useful information for supporting 
children during disasters.

We have been working to prevent child abuse so that 
all children are protected from violence and grow up 
in a safe and secure environment. In 2020, the revised 
laws to prohibit corporal punishment by parents and 
guardians came into effect in Japan. Taking advantage 
of this milestone, we worked to raise public awareness 
by launching a dedicated website, conducting online 
events and proposing policies to members of 
parliament, relevant ministries and agencies.

Currently, one in seven children in Japan lives in 
relative poverty. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had 
a material financial impact on households with 
children, worsening the situation of child poverty. We 
provided cash assistance, raised public awareness and 
made policy proposals with children’s participation 
seeking better solutions to ending child poverty.

We provided cash assistance to 
250 after-school programs 
(Gakudo) nationwide which cared 
for children amid the  declared 
state of emergency and school 
closures. In addition, we offered 
seminars on health management 
and Psychological First Aid (PFA) 
for Children to create a safe 
environment.

Prevention of Child Abuse

Ending Child Poverty COVID-19 Response for Children 

Support for After-school Clubs
 (Gakudo)

The Japanese government called 
for schools to close from March 
2, 2020. We conducted a survey 
of children about school closures 
and 1,422 children responded. 
Children’s views were expressed 
in a letter submitted to members 
of parliament and relevant 
ministries requesting that they 
focus on supporting children 
during the pandemic.

Survey of Children

Domestic Emergency Programs

Domestic Programs Responses to COVID-19 Emergency Responses 
to Natural Disasters
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This photo is for illustrative purposes

In late-May and June, we 
delivered boxes of food, 
such as rice, snacks, 
vacuum-packed and 
ready-made foods, and toys 
if requested, to a total of 
1,320 single-parent 
households. As well, we delivered similar support to 
1,181 households at the end of 2020 when the 
pandemic intensified.
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We promptly launched 
emergency responses primarily 
in Fukuoka, Kumamoto, Saga, 
and Oita, where especially 
severe damage had been 
reported, delivering relief supplies focused on the 
needs of children in the affected areas. Due to the 
impact of COVID-19, our emergency response was 
provided remotely in partnership with local 
organizations, without deploying our own staff 
members.

Emergency Response to July 2020 Heavy Rain

In many areas that had suffered devastating damage, 
nursery schools and schools were forced to reopen 
before an environment suitable for childcare and 
learning had been restored. We collaborated with 
local governments and partner organizations to 
provide necessary school supplies and equipment in 
order to help create environments where children 
could feel safe and secure.

Safe back to school after the disaster

Emergency Response in Collaboration 
with Local Organizations

We provided cash assistance 
to 200 students in the final 
year of elementary or middle 
school in Marumori Town, 
Miyagi and Iwaki City, 
Fukushima, which were affected by Typhoon Hagibis in 
2019. In addition, we made repairs to facilities used by 
after-school programs (Gakudo) and replaced essential 
equipment. In Marumori Town, we also offered 
transport for children to go on a field trip in order to 
ensure their right to learn after the disaster.

Typhoon Hagibis (Typhoon No. 19) Recovery Programs

We made repairs to nursery school facilities and 
replaced essential equipment to ensure the safety of 
children after the disaster in Marumori Town, Miyagi 
and Iwaki City, Fukushima. In addition, we 
collaborated with Miyagi Disaster Mental Health 
Care Centre to provide training on Psychological First 
Aid (PFA) for Children for nursery school teachers 
and children’s parents.

Supported Well-Being and Healthy 
Development of Children

Right to learn after the disaster

©Elementary School 
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Single-parent Household Support Boxes

From August to November 
2020, we provided cash 
assistance of 30,000 yen 
per person to 400 high 
school students from 355 
single-parent households in 
Tokyo whose income had 
decreased due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We also requested that the Japanese 
government and Tokyo metropolitan government 
increase their financial support based on the results of 
our survey of cash assistance recipients.

Cash Assistance for High School Students

We disseminated information 
on mental health and 
psychosocial support in 
collaboration with the 
Disaster Psychiatric 
Assistance Team (DPAT) of 
the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, the 
Japanese Society of Certified Clinical Psychologists, 
and the Japanese Association of Certified Public 
Psychologists. In addition, we offered online seminars 
on Psychological First Aid (PFA) for Children to child 
practitioners from civil society organizations and to 
workers of after-school programs (Gakudo).

Raising awareness of Mental Health 
and Psychosocial Support

Save the Children was 
selected as one of the 
organizations to distribute 
funds using dormant deposits 
within the COVID-19 
emergency response project 
of the Japan Network for Public Interest Activities 
(JANPIA). In October, we started providing year-long 
assistance to 17 civil society organizations supporting 
children affected by the pandemic.

Emergency Grant Assistance for Civil Society 
Organizations in Japan
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Partnerships
Save the Children Japan

Corporate Partnerships (List in alphabetical order)

4Cs Holdings Co.,Ltd

ACCEA 

ACECOOK CO., LTD.

AEON CO., LTD.

ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS CO.,LTD.

Ampus, Inc.

Asahi Broadcasting Group Holdings Corporation

Asahi Group Holdings,Ltd.

ASICS Japan corporation

BANDAI NAMCO Holdings Inc.

BASF Japan Ltd.

Boarding Pass,Inc.

BVLGARI

Cipher Co., Ltd.

COACH A Co., Ltd.

Crayonhouse.inc.

DAIICHI SANKYO COMPANY, LIMITED

DAISO

Daiwa Securities Co. Ltd.

Delta Air Lines

Discovery Japan GK

DOLCE Co., Ltd.

EAST JAPAN RAILWAY COMPANY

Enterprise HUGE Co., Ltd.

Facebook Japan KK

FamilyMart Co.,Ltd.

FELISSIMO CORPORATION

・
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・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・

・
・
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・
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・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
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・

FICELLE inc.

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Futaba Tsushinsha Co., Ltd. 

Fuyo General Lease Co.,Ltd.

Glaxo SmithKline K.K 

GUNZE LIMITED

GYRE

H&M Hennes & Mauritz Japan KK

Hankyu Hanshin Holdings, Inc.

Hitachi Kashiwa Reysol Co., Ltd.

I-FREEK SMILES INC.

IKEA Japan K.K.

Inter-clue advance Co., Ltd.

its communications Inc.

Japan Book Publishers Association

Japan Metropolitan Fund Investment Corporation 

JCI OSAKA

Kanro Inc.

Kansai Paint Co.,Ltd.

Kewpie Corporation

Kodansha Ltd.

Kosei Publishing Co., Ltd.

KUTSUSHOTEN　INTERNATIONAL　CO.,LTD.

LANXESS K.K. 

LesPros entertainment Co., Ltd.

Lion Corporation

Little More Co., Ltd.

LOTTE CO., LTD.

Maruho Co., Ltd.

MIHIRA corporation

Milbon Co., Ltd.

Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Corporation

Mori Building Co., Ltd. 

News Technology Inc

OGO SANGYO Co.,Ltd.

OLYMPUS CORPORATION

Oriental Land Co.,Ltd.

P&G Japan G.K.

Peach Aviation Ltd.

Prada Japan Co., Ltd.

Recruit Holdings Co., Ltd.

ROOTOTE CORPORATION

SAMURAI Inc.

SANKYO SEIKO CO., LTD. 

SANYO FOODS Co.,Ltd.

Saraya Co., Ltd.

SHIONOGI & CO., LTD.

Shiseido Co., Ltd.

Shogakukan Inc.

Sompo Japan Insurance Inc.

Sony Group Corporation

SRS HOLDINGS CO., LTD.

STAEDTLER NIPPON K.K.

・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・

・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・
・

・
・
・
・
・
・

・

Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group, Inc.

SUNTORY BEVERAGE SERVICE

Suzuki Publishing Co., Ltd.

Takamatsu Co.,Ltd.

Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

The Kyoritsu Co., Ltd.

The Pokémon Company

The Walt Disney Company (Japan) Ltd.

TKP Corporation

Tokyu Malls Development Corporation

Toshiba Tec Corporation

TULLY'S COFFEE JAPAN CO.,LTD.

UDN FOUNDATION

UENO FINE CHEMICALS INDUSTRY, LTD.

Unilever Japan

United Way Worldwide grant on behalf of the 
generosity of BNY Mellon

Uokuni Food Services Co.,Ltd.

VERMILLION Corp.

VIA HOLDINGS INC.

WELCOME CO., LTD.

Wells Fargo Securities (Japan) Co., Ltd   

White & Case LLP | White & Case Law Offices
 (Registered Association)

WORLD PARTY CO.,LTD

World Bank

Institutional Partnerships (List in alphabetical order)

Japan International Cooperation Agency Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

 Japan Platform

Partnerships

© Misak Workneh/Save the Children



I. Assets

II. Liabilities

III. Fund Balance

 

738,974,887 
57,469,143 
255,105,054 
126,750,711 

446,724 
9,340,825 
18,042 

1,188,105,386 

50,000,000 
50,000,000 

47,846,815 
66,889,363 
23,934,215 
129,090,675 
3,200,000 

486,916,738 
130,874,000 
888,751,806 

5,870,089 
1,602,932 
1,405,091 
7,481,922 
38,576,276 
12,783,200 
67,719,510 

1,006,471,316 
2,194,576,702 

253,687,685 
493,822,806 
8,823,205 
4,760,290 

761,093,986 

47,846,815 
47,846,815 
808,940,801 

554,046,340 
554,046,340 
(50,000,000)
(486,916,738)
831,589,561 
(353,988,253)
1,385,635,901 
2,194,576,702 

5,005
80,169

7,925,000
677,082,620
136,811,807
465,131,499
75,139,314
5,457,586
2,227,433

1,380,481,616
872,724,988
507,756,628
8,261,570

2,081,520,999
1,714,524,537
336,182,685
599,305,679
66,050,040
141,779,080
144,033,945
325,881,276
100,157,802
1,134,030

119,878,249
1,834,402,786

247,118,213
247,118,213

0

58,972
58,972

△ 58,972
247,059,241
584,530,320
831,589,561
195,848,809
195,848,809

△ 507,756,628
△ 311,907,819
865,954,159
554,046,340

1,385,635,901

Balance Sheet (As of December 31, 2020)

 1. Current Assets

　 Cash & Cash Equivalents (domestic)

　 Cash & Cash Equivalents (overseas)

　 Prepaid Operating Expenses

　 Accounts Receivable

　 Inventories

　 Prepaid Expenses

　 Advance Payment

　 Total Current Assets

 2. Non Current Assets

（1）Basic Funds

　 Time Deposits

　 Total Basic Funds

（2）Special Funds

　 Reserve for Severance Payments

　 Reserve for Accumulated Depreciation

　 Reserve for the Stabilization of Overseas Operations

　 Reserve for Emergency Relief Operations

　 Reserve for Domestic Operations

　 Restricted Donations for Not for Profit Segment

　 Reserve for Public Relations for Fiscal Year 2021

　 Total Special Funds

（3）Other Non Current Assets

　 Building

　 Leasehold Improvements

　 Vehicles

　 Furniture and Fittings

　 Software

　 Deposits

　 Total Other Non Current Assets

　 Total Non Current Assets

　 Total Assets

 1. Current Liabilities

　 Accounts Payable

　 Deferred Revenue

　 Deposits Received

　 Accrued Seasonal Salary

　 Total Current Liabilities

 2. Non Current Liabilities

　 Provision for Severance Payments

　 Total Non Current Liabilities

　 Total Liabilities

 1. Restricted Funds - net

　 Restricted Donations

　 Total Restricted Funds - net　

2. General Funds - net

　 Total Funds - net

　 Total Liabilities and Fund Balance

I. Changes in 

  General Funds - net

1．Changes in 

　Ordinary Earnings

（1）Ordinary Income

（2）Ordinary Expenses

2. Changes in Non 　
    Ordinary Earnings

（1）Non Ordinary 　　
　  Income

（2）Non Ordinary 　　
　  Expenses

II. Changes in 

　 Restricted Funds
　 - net

III. Total Funds - net,
     end of the Period

　① Earnings on Basic Funds  
　② Earnings on Special Funds  
　③ Membership Fees  
　④ Contract Income for Aid Operations
 　Government Contract Income

 　Private Sector Contract Income

 　Overseas Contract Income

　⑤ Service Contract Income

　⑥ Income from Sales and Events

    ⑦ Donations Received

 　Unrestricted Donations

 　Restricted Donations

　⑧Miscellaneous Income
 Total Ordinary Income

    ① Operating Expenses

 　Overseas Aid Expenses

 　Emergency Aid Operation Expenses

        　Domestic Operations Expenses

 　Grants Expenses

 　Operations Activity Expenses

 　Public Relations Expenses

 　Other Operating Expenses

 　Profit Making Business Expenses

　② Administrative Expenses

 Total Ordinary Expenses

      Changes in Ordinary Earnings for the Period  

         before Valuation Adjustment

 Changes in Ordinary Earnings for the Period

　

　     Total Non Ordinary Income

 

        Loss on Elimination of Non Current Assets

 Total Non Ordinary Expenses

 Changes in Non Ordinary Earnings for the Period

 Changes in General Funds – net for the Period

 General Funds – net, beginning of the Period

 General Funds – net, end of the Period

　① Donations Received

 　Restricted Donations

　② Transfer to General Funds
 Changes in Restricted Funds – net for the Period

 Restricted Funds – net, beginning of the Period

 Restricted Funds – net, end of the Period 

Statement of Changes in Fund Balance (For the year ended December 31, 2020)
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2020 Financial Information 
Save the Children Japan

Audit Report

The original 2020 Financial 
Statements, in Japanese, were 
audited by board auditors of 
Save the Children Japan and the 
independent auditor （Deloitte 
Touche Tohmatsu LLC）.

Others

1%

Donations

66%

Contract 
Income

33%
Ordinary Income

(Unit : JPY)

12

(of which, Amount Appropriated to the Basic Funds)

(of which, Amount Appropriated to the Special Funds)

(of which, Amount Appropriated to the Special Funds)

Voices of Staff Members
“It is children themselves who decide 
if life is tolerable or not.” This was a 
comment made by a child in the 
survey published in 2020. Japan is 
not an easy society for children to 
live in, especially if they live in 
poverty. To address this issue, we will 
keep listening to the voices of 
children.Mitsue Tashiro 

Program Manager, 
Domestic Programs

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
has become even more important to 
increase preparedness for natural 
disasters. We will continue to create 
emergency response plans, 
particularly on how to respond 
during a pandemic, as well as to 
provide information, network with 
other agencies, and enhance the 
capabilities of children’s supporters.

Munetake Yamada 
Program Coordinator, 
Domestic Programs

With the enforcement of laws to ban 
corporal punishment of children by 
parents and other guardians, it 
became even more important to raise 
awareness of positive parenting 
practices. After spending much 
preparation time, the “Oyako no 
Mikata” website was launched. We will 
work on publicizing its contents so 
that the website can add momentum 
to future awareness-raising activities.

Sakura Iwai 
Program Coordinator, 
Domestic Programs

Conflict, and more recently the 
spread of COVID-19, are major 
barriers to children's education. We 
are working closely with local staff 
members to provide children in 
emergencies and conflicts with safe 
quality learning opportunities.

Sayo Watanabe 
Program Coordinator, 
International Programs

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed 
various challenges to children’s 
education around the globe. With 
the aim to provide access to quality 
education for children with different 
needs, we worked to create safe and 
inclusive learning environments, and 
raised awareness of the importance 
of education while ensuring that the 
voices of children are being heard.

Koichi Akimoto 
Program Coordinator, 
International Programs

The spread of COVID-19 has been a 
challenge to the implementation of 
our programs. However, working in 
cooperation with local residents and 
health authorities, we provided 
uninterrupted health care for 
mothers during and after pregnancy 
as well as for newborn children.

Chika Setoguchi
Program Coordinator, 
International Programs

We have introduced 
entrepreneurship training programs 
to remote rural areas to promote 
innovation and support active 
participation of youth in commercial 
activities.

Mitsuaki Toyoda 
Manager, 
International Programs

The spread of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020 affected the implementation of 
our programs, placing restrictions on 
many activities. Meanwhile, increases in 
child protection issues, such as child 
abuse, were reported as a result of 
frequent COVID-19 lockdowns and 
school closures. This reaffirmed how 
crucial our programs are to protecting 
the rights of children and strengthened 
my determination to provide ongoing 
support by cooperating with other 
stakeholders.

Masanobu Mizuno 
Program Coordinator, 
International Programs

“I am happy that I was able to learn 
not only how to help myself but how 
to help my friends as well.” This 
remark from one of the children 
who participated in the program left 
a strong impression on me. Our 
program has helped schools to 
implement initiatives to spread 
knowledge to prevent water-related 
accidents among children. 

Naomi Fukuda 
Program Coordinator, 
International Programs

The spread of COVID-19 is having a 
serious impact on children 
worldwide. We will continue our 
advocacy activities, seizing every 
opportunity to speak up so that 
children will not be further left 
behind by the effects of the 
pandemic.

Yumiko Horie 
Head of Advocacy

Voices of Staff Members



Board Members

Save the Children established in the UK.

Save the Children Japan established.

Responded to Sumatra Earthquake 
and Indian Ocean Tsunami, and 

Pakistan Earthquake.

Started emergency and humanitarian 
response in Afghanistan.

Assigned Japanese staff to Mongolia office to 
support street children.

Launched “Positive Discipline in Everyday Parenting” 
promotion and program.

Launched global campaign “Every One” to reduce child 
mortality under five years old.

Started Great East Japan Earthquake 
Emergency Response and Recovery 
Programs.Started Syria crisis response.

Started emergency response to refugees 
from former Yugoslavia in collaboration 

with Save the Children US.

For Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake 
Disaster, provided financial support to local 
NPOs assisting children.

Launched global campaign “Rewrite the 
Future” to advocate for improving 
education for children in conflict and 
post-conflict situations.

Opened Philippines Office and 　
assigned Japanese staff.

Started domestic programs.

Started Kumamoto Earthquake response.

Supported children affected by Haiti Earthquake.

Started “Speaking Out Against Poverty” program to 
encourage children to participate and raise their 
voices to address child poverty issues.

Educational programs in the Philippines and Thailand started.

As of March 24, 2021

1919

2003

2001

2005

2009

2007

2006

2011

2016

2010

100th Anniversary of Save the Children.

Started Western Japan Heavy Rains 
Emergency Response and Recovery 

Program.

35th Anniversary of Save the Children Japan.

2018

2019

2021

1986

1991

1994

1995
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Hosted 30th Anniversary Charity Dinner in 
presence of His Majesty Emperor Akihito 

and Her Majesty Empress Michiko.
Started Northern Kyushu Heavy Rain 
Emergency Response and Recovery Program.
Responded to Rohingya crisis and food crises 
in East Africa, Yemen and Nigeria.

Launched global campaign “Stop the War on 
Children” to advocate for protecting children 
in conflict.

Started COVID-19 response. 
Responded to the Heavy Rain Event of July 2020

Started Typhoon Hagibis (Typhoon No.19) 
Emergency Response and Recovery Program.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 
global goals that aim to fundamentally resolve various 
issues such as poverty, inequality and disparity, and 
climate change. As an international NGO that promotes 
children’s rights, Save the Children was also involved in 
the process of developing these goals, which were 
unanimously adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 2015. We are promoting the achievement of 
SDGs through our advocacy as well as domestic and 
international programs.
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Our History
Save the Children was established in the UK in 1919, and Save the Children Japan was 
established in 1986. For nearly 100 years, Save the Children has been working with children.
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To inspire breakthroughs in the way the world treats 
children and to achieve immediate and lasting change in their lives.

Our Vision
A world in which every child attains the right to survival, protection, 
development and participation.

Our Mission

Cover photo: 
Save the Children distributed learning kits, 
art supplies, teddy bears and other critical 
supplies to children and their  families 
affected by the California wildfires.
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